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ASEAN Officials Meet in Brunci on Cambodian Issue 
2K 1901105669 Hong Kong AFP in English 1041 GMT 


[Text] Bandar Seri | Jan 19 (AFP)-—Senior 
Officials of the of Southeast Asian Nations 
SE actin Wiceie, o osaan tee feooien 
ministers’ focusing on 


Fe ee ee ee tO Semmes 


talks was still 
Analysts said all parties would have to attend for real 
progress to be made. 


9 


Philippines’ Manglapus Comments 
—. Hong Kong AFP in English 0417 GMT 
lan 


[Excerpt] Bandar Sezi Begawan, Jan 20 (AFP)—Philip- 
pines Foreigr Minister Raul Manglapus said Friday [20 


am optimistic” when asked his opinion of prospects of a 
settlement. 


“Within this year” was his assessment of a timetable. 


INTER-ASLAN AFFAIRS i 


“There are still as you know several points of divergence 
on the positions of ASEAN on the one hand and Viet- 
nam on the other, as well as the positions of the Soviet 
Union and China,” he noted. 


“We are anxious to thrash this out in order to arrive at a 
common position for all,” Mr. Manglapus said. 

land were arriving later in the day, and their colleague 
from Singapore on Saturday. 


They are to hold a half-day session Saturday to pzcpare 
for a fresh round of regional talks in Jakarta next month 


on the Cambodian situation. [passage omitted] 


Ministers Issue Statement 
ee Hong Kong AFP in English 1219 GMT 


All have been invited to a second round in Jakarta next 
month, and Mr. Alatas said that ail but the Khmer Rouge 
resistance faction had said they would be forwarding 
formal acceptances shortly. 


The Khmer Rouge, who were blamed for acts of genocide 
while Cambodia's rulers in the late 1970's, came in for 
harsh criticism in Bogor and declined to attend a subse- 
quent working group session in Jakarta in October. 
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ANTARA Cites Joint Statement 
1071689 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0635 GMT 
Sor 
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INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 
Malaysia’s Hassan Expresses Confidence 
BK2201151089 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service 


in Malay 1430 GMT 22 Jan 89 


Thailand's Sitthi Comments 
BK2201025089 Hong Kong AFP in English 0234 GMT 
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BK2301113989 Hong Kong AFP in English 1114 GMT 


23 Jan 89 


Draft Plan en Indochinese Refugees Cited 


~ Hine 


But he added: “If the prime minister orders me to meet 
with him, of course I will not refuse it.” 
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(In Bangkok, relief officials said Monday that the plan was 
essentially aimed at Vietnamese boat people, currently 
numbering some 60,000 throughout Southeast Asia. 


(They said a preparatory meeting for an international 
conference was to be held in Kuala Lumpur to discuss 


projected measures. The Kuala Lumpur meeting was 
tentatively set to begin on March 6, they added.) 


The plan specifically omits the problem of Cambodian 
refugees who have been in Thailand since the overthrow 


of the Khmer Rouge regime by the Vietnamese army in 
1979, Western diplomatic sources said. 


Under the plan, Vietnam would be asked to halt clan- 
destine departures by tightening laws and mounting a 
public drive to discourage people from leaving. 
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23 January 1969 

Japan 
Takeshita Strong Leadership From Bush 
ee Tokyo KYODO in English 0600 GMT 


ew } Toyo, Jin. 21 KYODO—Prime Minister 
(a Yakeshita on Saturday called for U.S. President 


! great ; 
ihe peoples of Japan, the U.S. and the rest of the world. 


Foreign Minister Sosuke | 'no also sent a message tc cw 
Secres * Baker and called for cicser 


2 
f 
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The Japanese Government is sure that the new president 
is well aware of the need to maintain and strengthen the 
relationship between the two ountries, the chief govern- 
ment spokesman said. 


1 ears oe ah ane amen pray eee 


aid Reagan whom he «aid made gene gtd. 
eight years to develop Japan-U.S. ties and to promote 
giobal peace and prosperity. 


Foreign Ministry sources said Bush displayed a business- 
like and retlistic line of policy approeches in his inau- 
guration speech. 


The Bush administration nez<s to do its best to end the 
U.S. twin budget and trade -Jeficits in order to maintain 
and develop the international economy, the sour.es said. 


Bush on his in-uguration 4s the 41st presi- 
dent of the Unita’ “tates. 


NORTHEAST AStA 5 


The Javan Socialist Party (JSP), Komeito and the Dem- 
ocratic Socialist Party (DSP) asked Bush to promote 
East-West oviente and nuclear disarmament. 


tion did not conceal its intention to continue the strategy 
of nuclear threats and aggression. 


The communists asked the Japanese Government to 
scrap the security arrangements with the United States. 


Soviet Diplomats Comment en Territorial Issuse 
—— Tokyo KYODO in English 1100 GMT 


(Text] Tokyo, Jan. 20 KYODO—Soviet diplomats sta- 


development of bilateral ties. 
Ti.. diplomats <aid Japan is trying to use its economic 
power to restore :13 control over ‘he 


If Japan intends to seek suppo:t from other countries and 
pressure the Soviet Uaion ove: the territorial issue, it wil( 
provoke Moscow’s stro..g bach ‘ash, the diplomvite said. 


The Jrzencse Government has called for settling the 
territorial dispute before cc.nciuding a peace treaty. 
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‘Grace Pesied’ Uuered to Scheels 
se Tokyo KYODO in English 0836 GMT 


espe Base gay ae eS mae Sie. 38 21 KYODO—The Justice 


their organization 
a at Mali ry Reece Bage: Boe 
said Saturday. 


The ministry’s decision is aimed at preventing further 
friction between Japan and China over the issue involv- 
ing Chinese students already studying or wishing to 
study in Japan. 


The ministry ruled earlier this month that 23 language 
schools in Tokyo, Kobe cad other cities are not qualified 


The decision means some 5,500 students currently 
studying at these schools would have to leave the country 
or move to other schools. 


It some 15,000 Chinese who have 
Oa co aed Ge ts en eee 


and are waiting in Shanghai for visas. 


The stranded students have conducted demonstra‘ions 


demanding visas, causing diplomatic friction between 
the two countries. 


Ministry officials said 12 of the 23 schools have already 
bmitted net 


F Ministry Ready Te Talk With DPRK 
Ow 201093089 7 Tokyo KYODO in English 0910 GMT 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


In the process of achieving such a peaceful reunification, 
closer contacts and among both parts of 
Korea, their neighbors and the rest of the international 


Japan does not take any policy hostile to Pyongyang and 
thinks it better to pronote good relations between Japan 
and North Korea, which have no diplomatic ties, it said. 


The Foreign Ministry issued the paper on the eve of the 
arrival of a four-member delegation of the (North) Korea 
Workers Party. The group, invited by the Japan Socialist 
Party, will arrive for a week-long \‘sit to Japan on 


The issuing of the position paper followed a North 
Korean announcement last week rejecting Japanese 
overtures for upgraded contacts. 


There is no change, however, in Jayan’s position of 
maintaining and promoting friendly aad cooperative ties 
with South Korea with which Tokyo shares the basic 
paper 


At the same time, Japan and North Korea can expand 
sula, it said. 


eo en, ee ee a 
said the and ,~ople of Japan are fully aware 
that Japan's past conduct dealt heavy pain and damage 
to peoples in neighboring countries. 


Japan earnestly hopes that North Korea, “from a hum*n- 
itari” point of view,” release two seamen 
deta...*d in that country sizce November 1983 it said. 


Tokyo considers it important to deepen mutual under- 
ument said. 

The (North) KOREAN CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY 
(KCNA) ran a report on January 12 saying that the 


The report, monitored in Tokyo, quoted a North Yorean 
Foreign Ministry spokesman as saying that while i’ is 
good that the Japanese Government desires to improve 
relations, Japan had not provided “conditions and cir- 
cumstances” conducive to government-level dialogte. 


“We think that under such an abnormal situation as at 
presen., we cannot meet the Japanese side ai the govern- 
ment hkvel and no problem will be set.d even if we 
meet,” the spokesman was quoted as saying. 


Meanwhnile, the North Korean delegation is scheduled to 
arrive in Tokyo on Saturday afternoon. 
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Secretary 


Kim said his party is ready to ce sperate with the JSP on 
welcome party for the mission on the 


the gathering. 


Doi will also host a 
convention’s final day. 
General Tsuruo Yamaguchi on Thursday. 


English 0921 GMT 


Dei Meets W.th WPK Greup 


OW2201095589 Tokyo KYODO in 


the North Koreaas in order to improve overall ties i 
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Mongolia 
.. _Conomic Relations Ministry 


SeZJnom Speakr 
OW2101043389 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT i8 Jan 89 


Speaking at the meeting, Prime Minister of Mongolia 
Sodnom has pointed to the imperative need of drasti- 


Ties With USSR 
OW2101020189 Ulaanbaatar NOVOSTI MONGOLII 
in Russian 22 Nov 88 p ! 


_— Use of Ties”—NOVOSTI MONGOLII head- 


[Text] Enterprises of the MPR Ministry of Power, Min- 
ing Industry, and Geology and the Republic’s Academy 


g, 
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opens enormous opportunities for fruitful cooperation in 
this direction, he emphasized. Creative use of ties will 
permit mobilization of internal reserves of the Mongo- 
lian economy and will increase its export potential. D. 
Sodnom highly assessed the Soviet contribution to the 
development of geology and mining industry in Mongo- 
lia. The fraternal socialist countries, and primarily the 
USSR, are carrying out 1 large volume of geological 
survey work on MPR territory, often at their own 
expense, he noted. 


UNEN Describes Inflation Syndrome 
OW2001030489 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1716 GMT 19 Jan 89 


ext] Ulaanbaatar, Janaury 19. (OANA-MONTSAME)— 
national daily “UNEN” regards the accumulation of 
huge sums of money by the population and growing prices 
on local markets as an inflation syndrome. Burd District of 
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Union, China and Hungary, which are taking various 
measures in order to eliminate the imbalance between 
the purchasing power of the population and supply of 
goods and foodstuffs. 


It is surprising that central bodies at the level of minis- 
tries and departments and provincial authorities remain 
complacent in such a situation, the daily underscores. 


North Korea 


Letter Sent to Security Council on ‘Team Spirit’ 
SK1901134589 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 19 Jan 89 


[Text] According to news reports, in connection with the 
U.S. State Department’s announcement of a plan to 
stage the “Team Spirit” joint military exercise again this 
year, the chief of the DPRK permanent observer mission 
to the United Nations sent a letter yesterday to the 
chairman of the UN Security Council, denouncing it. 


In the letter, the chief of the DPRK permanent observer 
mission insisted on halting the “Team Spirit” joint 
military exercise, which the United States and the per- 
sons in authority in South Korea are about to conduct 
this year, as in previous years. 


He noted that, in view of its nature, substance, and size, 
the “Team Spirit” joint military exercise is an extremely 
provocative game of playing with fire as well as an 
aggressive war exercise, a ive nuclear strike from 
start to finish, designed to mount a full-scale attack on 
the DPRK. 
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He then noted that if the United States and the South §_ Explaining the background and motive of the ars at 
Korean authorities are really interested in easing ten- the “American Cultural Centre” in Pusan in March — 
sions and dialogue on the Korean peninsula, they have 1982, Kim argued for the justness of this action of 
no reason not to call off this reckless war exercise. students. 


In the letter, he also called to mind the fact that the  Carlucci’s Defense Report Criticized 

DPRK has for years called on the United States to halt S52101062209 Pyongyang SCNA in Englich 0415 GMT 

noted that 220,000-irong troops, including 60,000- 
t troops, : ) 

strong U.S. troops, will be mobilized in this year’s _[““Powder-Reeking Military Document of Warmaniacs”— 

military exercise, expected to be conducted from 27 KCNA headline) : 


January until the end of April. 

(Text) Pyongyang January 20 (KCNA)—WU:S. Secretary 
He stressed in the letter the fact that talks and contacts are Of Defence Carlucci in a “defence report” submitted to 
under way in Korea between the North and South to create © Congress on January 18 let loose powder-reeking utter- 


mutual trust and to achieve national reunification. ances slandering us, claiming that South Korea “is 
continuously faced with North Korea’s military threat,” 

Pyongyang Reverts Closed MAC Mocting according to a report. 

muir This is a brigandis! hism of the US. i ‘alists to 


invent a pretext for staying in South Korea and cover up 


[Text] According to military sources, it has been con- their frantic moves of aggression and war against the 
firmed that a MAC meeting was held in camera at ~ rthern half of Korea. 


oy deachidapanad The US. apy eed Boy: te over —_—— 
closed ing reportedly discussed “threat” are a foolish ill-advised jargon to justi 
caps te pn ny ae of tensions. en another “Team Spirit” joint military exercises they are 
planning to stage with the South Korean puppets. 
Our side to the MAC raised as agenda items such things -. 66 report” top-class vassal 
as the issue of halting such large scale military exercise as imperialists Cartuos also urged division of defence 
the “Team Spirit,” the issue of guaranteeing security in 4.74 the alli that ‘athe 


areas ng the DMZ, and the issue of withdrawing arms 8 
from “he areas of the MAC headquarters. importance of strength is the key to U.S. security”. 


; This was the first closed MAC meeting ever held since iss mak eanenen 4 oi Ney bo hag Big 


the cease-fire. Sei a uraltanainin acsaeen kel a 

any rallying allies and threatening and blackmail- 
Gregg Nomination Criticized in Pusan ing the DPRK and other socialist countries while con- 
SK2001105589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1050 GMT tinuously pursuing the policy of strength behind the 
20 Jan 89 screen of “peace” and “relaxation”. 


[Text] Pyongyang January 20 (KCNA)—Kim Hyon- The U.S. imperialists should not behave katecnentty, 

chang who had been released from prison after being = deeply conscious that the policy of 

arrested on the charge of involvement in the arson at the peane will also menace the pence of the United States ise 

Gogh nd dee Uh aes ee new Gor desea elle su 
s as U.S. am aggression and war moves agai . 

South Korea, according to a report. 


ee ee hea 
Newly appointed Gregg, Kim said, is an old agent of the § §K2201051089 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
US. CIA’and he served as the South Korean branch 2200 GMT 21 Jan 89 


= yusin’” faci terrorist Gictatorahip and ook the van in [Press statement by Yi Song-nok, head of the DPRK 

trampling with arms upon the Nicaraguan people who _ delegation to the North-South economic talks—read by 

overthrew the Somoza dictatorial regime. “The people announcer] 

must turn out in the movement against Gregg’s assump- 

tion of office as ambassador”, Kim stressed. [Text} Yi Song-nok, head of the North’s delegatio. to the 
North-South economic talks, issued a press statement in 

He said this at a meeting held in Pusan on January 17to connection with the rumor about an exchange of goods 

welcome the released political — which was _ detween the North and the South which was set afloat in 

attended by some 150 people from democratic and South Korea from the end of last year and is being spread 

dissident organizations. more widely these days. 
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thus extremely 
This suspension of talks has No Tae-a New Year News Conf 


SK2901 130089 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 


0008 GMT 19 Jan 


[NODONG 


economic deali 
dealing , 
until 


of 
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Ye question 
or 
the North 


minister and other mini oe 
ers and gave a New Year's news ns 
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pede vn too clear that such materials as our coal and 
port because there has been no contact between the 
North and the South with regard to economic dealings, 
nor has any contract been si 
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how he would handle so-called state affairs this year. 


Even though he verbosely babbled for approximately 2 
hours, he said nothing new or worthy of listening to. 


We Tanai cpasting How Ven oannncneienan. Sane 
: a a ist 


Because of the pan-national reunification movement by 
all the Korean people in the North and South today, the 
overall situation in our country is firmly developing 
toward reunification. Encouraged by this situation at the 
start of the year, we advanced epochal measures for 
national salvation to make practical progress this year in 
guaranteeing peace in the country and hastening her 
peaceful reunification. 


step theory and a northward policy, while saying 
cation must be sought step by step because it is difficult to 
achieve reunification at once. 


The reunification of our country is not a matter of the 
distant future but a practical task that must be resolved 
at present. Peace in our country and her reunification are 
an interlinked single process, and there can be no tran- 
establishing a period and stage in which peace will be 
settled, No Tae-u viewed reunification as a matter of the 
distant future. This manifests his antinational and anti- 
reunification stand of actually opposing reunification 
and turning a blind eye to our nation’s urgent desire. 


We cannot overlook the fact that while dealing with us as 
if we were of another nation, he included us in the targets 


No Tae-u’s divisionist colors are also evident in the fact 
that while defiling our disarmament proposal as nothing 
but propaganda, he the withdrawal of the U 5. 
forces and that while babbling about provocation and 
deterrence of war, he also stressed that he would more 
firmly maintain the relations of friendship and security 
cooperation with the United States and Japan and that 
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It is synonymous with a dec‘evation of war against the 


Originally, No Tae-u is the one who has crossed the 
blood-3ea of human butchery through the 12 December 
military purgation coup d’etat and the K ju massa- 
cre in the boat of the same destiny with Chon Tu-hwan. 
He is a heinous military igan who has worn the hat 


of president through murder, and deception. 


No Tae-u has now taken off the mask of democracy and 
zevealed his true color as a military hooligan. 


Considering the fact that traitor No Tae-u has openly 
! ion against the people 


In , even while about the liquidation 
of the i of the Fifth he refused to 


Before and after seizing power, No Tae-u has made 
countless pledges. However, none have been fulfilled. 

A South Korean said that No Tae-u’s pledge is 
only a discolored blueprint and a crumpled picture 


Visit 


South 
from Tongchon of Kangwon Province, will come to the 
northern half of the republic in visit his native 


fF 
BS 


increase in numbers day by day, South Korean business- 


Letter Delivered 
SK2301040289 Pyongyang 


[Text] To Kim Chong-ha, chairman of the Korean Olym- 
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hope for an early release 
detained in North Korea since 
November 1983 on espionage charges. 


through the The government has expressed 
— of two Japanese seamen 


year, to our side's proposal 
single North-South team. 


talks for forming a 


I am pleased with your agreement, 
ry Oe po ag: ne chy 


1 


Th 
wi obs ie 

lif j il at 
+) Bey - Te + Tt 

a a Ht hee 
Hi i i a TREE Ne 
ia a 
Wiad ae! jul HHL : 
ith i ll rH 4 nt iF 

i al Teal orl Ha 
UGE HAIER Bn th 


WPK Group Leaves fer Visit to Japan 


OW2101025489 Tokyo KYODO in 
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English 0241 GMT 
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[Text] Beijing, Jan. 21 KYODO—A 
(North) Korea Workers 
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and powerfully arousing them to the 
struggle to realize the cause of national reunification. 


The spirit of reunification has rapidly grown greater 
among the South Korean people who have been encour- 
aged by the ever increasing might of the Republic and its 
just policy of reunification. In defiance of an unprece- 

a and fasci ion, they 


Yar yee Baste through their prac- 
tical experience for a period of time that the root 
cause of all of their and misfortune lies in the 


for national reunification at a high level 


Indeed, our Republic has become the genuine fatherland 
of the Korean people, who struggle to completely realize 


— 


important work of laying a landmark leading to reunifi- 


A problem that should be primarily solved in providing 
a favorable precc.adition for national reunification is to 
remove the state of military confrontation between the 
North and the South, case tension, and guarantee a 
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The problem of providing a precondition for reunifica- 


and open the shortcut leading to national reunification 
at this point. 


To this end, the proposal of the Republic for holding a 
North-South joint conference, in which those in author- 
ity, representatives of each party and social grouping, 
and figures of all walks of life in the North and the South 
participate, should be realized at an early date. 


In view of the nature of problems which the North and 
the South should try to solve immediately, the pressing 
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If the South Korean authorities cannot accept the pro- 
posal for a North-South joint conference right now 
ponent me gene alypne yor ghar wine oh 4 
sentatives of each party, social grouping. and walk of life 
should be held evn before a North-South joint c.afer- 


ee ee 
and social and people of all walks of life for 
participating in over reunification, and always 
keeps the door open to them without any iminati 
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Soviet Planes Conduct Reconnaissance Near ROK 
ys pa Seoul YONHAP in English 0233 GMT 
lan 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 23 (YONHAP)—Some 10 Soviet 
military aircraft entered South Korea's air defense iden- 
tification zone over the Yellow Sea on six occasions 
Saturday and conducted reconnaissance i.ghts, the 
Defense Ministry announced Sunday. 


The appearance of the Soviet aircraft prompted some 20 
Korean and U.S. combat planes to scramble, ministry 
spokesman Yi Hung-sik said. 


“The Soviet planes, unlike the previous simple recon- 
naissance flights, entered South Korean airspace more 
frequently than any other day in a five-plane formation,” 
Yi said, adding, “it was the first time that Soviet TU 
planes conducted a mid-air ing and utilized a 
North Korean air base as an intermediary place of call.” 


Another ministry source said the Soviet planes, such as 
TU-95, TU-142, TU-16 and AN-26 that showed up during 
the day, seemed to have been engaged in aerial photogra- 
phy and the gathering of electronic information. 


The source said the Soviet planes, except for the AN-26, 


are capable of a global range of activity with long- 
distance bombing ability. 


The source said the laige-scale appearance of the Soviet 
planes near South Korean airspace contrasted with the 
active detente mood between Seoul and Moscow, adding 
that Korea and U.S. Air Force authorities were jointly 
conducting an in-depth analysis of the incident. 


Soviets Visit To Discuss Potential Trade Office 
ye aad Seou’ YONHAP in English 0824 GMT 
an 


[Text] Seoul, Jar. 23 (YONHAP)—South Korea has no 
plan to discuss ¥/ith Vladimir Golanov, vice president of 
the Soviet Chamber of Trade and Industry, on awarding 
a Soviet trade office slated to be opened here in March 
with a consular function, a senior Foreign Ministry 
official said Monday. [paragraph as received] 


“Since awarding a trade office with a consular function is 
within the government’s competence, Golanov cannot 
be our discussion partner,” said Min Hyong-ki, director 
of the ministry’s European affairs bureau, in denying 
reports by some domestic media. 


He said that Golanov is visiting here to discuss details 
regarding the establishment of a trade office in Seoul 
based on the agreement with the Korea Trade Promotion 
Corp. (Kotra), stressing that an exchange of such diplo- 
matic documents as an agreement and note verbale 
between the two nations will be necessary if the trade 
Office is to have a consular finction including the right to 
issue visas. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Golanov and Mikhail Kouriyachev, secretary-general of 
the Soviet-Japan Economic Cooperation Committee, 
arrived here Sunday for discussions with Kotra on the 
establishment of the proposed trade office. 


The two Soviets met with Kotra President Yi Son-ki 
Monday to discuss details including security for resident 
Soviet officials and various conveniences. 


Yi, on a visit to Moscow early last month, reached 
a = Saw i oe ees 

between the two nations, which have no diplo- 
matic ties. 


The two Soviets are scheduled to leave Korea Tuesday. 


Trade Mission Agreement With China ‘ 
SK2301 ; 10089 Seoul YONHAP in English 1050 GMT 
23 Jan 89 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 23 (YONHAP)—South Korea and 
China have been conducting negotiations for the 
exchange of official trade missions and are likely to reach 
an agreement on their establishment in March, at the 
earliest, a highl, placed government official in Seoul said 
Monday. 


“The two governments, considering the growing trade 
volume between South Korea and China, have shared 
the view that it is desirable for the two countries to 
exchange trade missions on a government level,” said the 
official who declined to be named. 


The official said an agreement on the exchange of the 
proposed missions is expected to be reached in March, at 
the earliest. 


“The negotiations have been under way between the 
Korean consulate general in Hong Kong and the Hong 
Kong branch of the official XINHUA news agency,” the 
official said. 


The XINHUA news agency’s Hong Kong branch has 
been regarded as a de facto diplomatic channel which 
exercises a consular function. 


The official said the trade offices, if established, would 
function as semi-diplomatic channels which will be given 
consular functions. 


The official also said he would not rule out the possibil- 
ity that the two countries will reach an agreement on the 
exchange of permanent missions in each other’s capital, 
depending on how much progress the negotiations will 
make. South Korea exchanged permanent missions with 
Hungary last year. 
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The trade volume between South Korea and China, 
according to tentative government statistics, 7 ounted 
to 3.1 billion U.S. dollars in 1988, accounting for more 
than 80 percent of the total volume of Seou!’s trade with 
communist nations. 


South Korea has sought to improve relations with China, 
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries under 
President No Tae-u’s diplomatic initiative called 
“northern policy.” 


Seoul and Moscow have agreed to exchange trade offices 
in March on a private-level. 


Vietnam Welcomes Economic Exchanges With ROK 
vy 901 _ Seoul YONHAP in English 1249 GMT 
an 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 19 (YONHAP)—Vietn: xese Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach said he would welcome 
South Korean businessmen should they come to his 
country for economic exchanges, it was reported |. >re 
Thursday. 


The CHOSUN ILBO, a leading Seoul daily, reported in 
a dispatch from Hanoi that the foreign minister also said 
the exchanges between South Korea and Vietnam on a 
private level will contribute to a better understanding 
between the two countries’ people. 


Thach, in an exclusive interview with a journalist dis- 
patched by the newspaper, expressed his country’s will- 
ingness to normalize diplomatic relation with the United 
States, saying, “it is desirable that the two countries 
normalize mutual relations as early as possible,” accord- 
ing to the report. 


When asked how Vietnam would respond to South 
Korean offer for mutual trade and whether Hanoi would 
allow South Korean businesses to participate in *v sh 
projects as road and building constructions in Vietnam, 
Thach replied, “we would welcome South Korean busi- 
nessmen who come here for such purposes.” 


Hanoi has no diplomatic relations with Seoul. 


Regarding South Korea’s past support of Saigon’s capi- 
talist regime in the Vietnam wi., the foreign minister 
was quoted as saying, “South Korean forces in Vietnam 
committed many wrongs against the Vietnamese people. 
But it was an affair of the past.” 


Thach also said his country welcomes trades and invest- 
ments in Vietnam by foreigners, adding, “our door is 
always open.” 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Seoul Sends Telephone Notice to Pyongyang 
SK2101043489 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0300 GMT 21 Jan 89 


[Text] This eS ee 2 sent a telephone 
notice to the North it that Prime 
Minister Kang Yong-hun will seo? a letier to Yoo Hyon 
muk, prime minister of the State Administration Council 
of North Korea, on 23 January and that Kim Sang-hyop, 
ident of the Korea Red Cross, will send a letter to Son 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Red 

Cross Society of North Korea on 24 January. 


It has been learned that in his letter to be delivered to 
Yon Hyong-muk, premier of the State Administration 
Council of North Korea, at 1100 on 23 January, Prime 
Minister Kang Yong-hun will convey his intention to 
send our side's 


North Korean side on 16 January. 


It has also been learned that in a letter to be sent at 1500 
on 24 January to Son Song-pil, 

Committee of the North Korean Red Cross Society, in 
the name of _.im Sang-hyop, president of the Korea Red 
Cross, the government will urge the resumption of the 
11th round of North-South Red Cross talks, which have 
been suspended, 2nd present a detailed schedule. 


Proposing high-level North-South talks between those in 
authority on 28 December last year, our side urged the 
North Korean side to resume the suspended North- 
South Red Cross talks at an earlier date. 


by acon or prope a emmingte 
ae ae talks between 
Soe in Ss ey Id Od ak 26 aus ie 
delegation sometime next week. 


Minister Yi Hong-ku added: At present, the North 
Korean side insists on the title of high-level North-South 
political and military talks and our side on the title of 
high-level talks bc: ween those in authority, thus taking 
different stands from each other. However, discussion 
will be possible. It is expected that opinions on the 
meenes OF tan and Gqamen Teens A WO ATES Ot GF ep 
preliminary talks on ‘8 February. 
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Letter Accepts North 
SK2301071489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0638 GMT 
23 Jan 89 


{Text} Seoul, Jan. 23 (YONHAP)—South Korea accepted 
on Monday a North Korean proposal that two Koreas 


g 


. See ee 
Korean counterpart Yon informed that the 
South will dispatch a five-member 


the 
On Dec. 28 last year, Kang, in a reply to the North’s 
proposal for a deputy prime minister-level political and 


be 
preparatory contacts be held to arrange the “talks between 
the South and North Korean high-level authorities.” 


Responding affirmatively to the Dec. 28 letter from Kang, 
the North Korean premier sent a letter on Jan. 16 suggest- 
ing that the preliminary contact be held at ‘Peace House’ 
on the southern side of Panmunjom, in the Demilitarized 
Zone which divides the two Koreas, on Feb. 8. 


“An epochal turning point would be realized for 
improved relations and national reunification of the 
peninsula if the prime ministers of the two sides will hold 
talks in Seoul and Pyongyang, alternately, and (the talks) 
would be able to remove mistrust and mi 

and resolve pending issues between the divided halves,” 
Kang said in the letter. 


Kang was optimistic on prospects for the high-level 
political and military conference, saying, “if the two 
sides engage in sincere discussions at the preparatory 
contact, such problems as differences over the title and 
agenda of the conference will be settled easily.” 


Kang also suggested that the prime minister-level meet- 
ing discuss “other effective ways to build mutual confi- 
dence and lower tension” between the two Koreas. 


The prime minister noted that he has always proposed 
such agenda items as mutual respect and non-interfer- 
ence in each other's affairs, a South-North summit 
meeting, and a halt to mutual slander and accusations. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 
The North suggested that the conference dis- 
cuss ways to end the political military confrontation 
between the two Koreas, i the suspension of 
“Team Spirit,” annual South Korea-U.S. military exer- 


0300 GMT 23 Jan 89 


(Text) Preliminary meetings for talks between high-level 
authorities of the North and the South are likely to be 
held at 1000 on 8 February at Panmunjom. 


oo 0 epee came tn oe Fen eee. Sere 


minister-level official to the House of Peace in our side’s 
area at Panmunjom at 1000 on 8 February to discuss 
various issues concerning the ing of talks between 
high-level authorities of the North and the South. 


In this letter, Prime Minister Kang stressed that if the 
prime ministers of both the North and the South strive to 
eliminate distrust and which have 
long existed between the North and the South and to 


effected in improving North-South relations and in expe- 
diting national reunification. 


In addition, Prime Minister Kang Yong-hun said that 
although some difference of opinion on naming the talks 
and on agenda items were revealed, such problems can 
be resolved easily if they hold sincere discussions during 
the preliminary talks. 


Meanwhile, the government is planning to finalize the 
formation of the delegation within this week to be 
composed of relevant high working-level officials from 
the Office of the Prime Minister, the National Reunifi- 
cation Board, and the Foreign Ministry. It was learned 
that An Chi-song, director of the Office of Administra- 
tive Coordination in the Office of the Prime Minister, 
would be designated as the senior delegate. 


Meanwhile, in a letter sent this morning to Kim Chong- 
ha, chairman of the Korean Olympic Committee, Kim 
Yu-sun, chairman of the North Korean Olympic Com- 
mittee, said that he will send a five-member delegation 
led by vice chairman of the North Korean Olympic 
Committee to Panmunjom at 1000 on 9 March in order 
to discuss the issue of forming a single North-South team 
for the Asian Games in Beijing. 


On 30 December last year, our side proposed to the 
North Korean side to hold sports talks in order to discuss 
the issue of forming a single team between the North and 
the South of Korea for next year’s Asian Games in 
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North Accepts Proposal on Sports Talks 
SK2301073489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0723 GMT 


23 Jan 89 


: 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 23 (OANA-YONHAP)—North Korea 
has accepted the South Korean proposal that a meeting 
be held in early March at the truce village of Panmunjom 
to form a single Korean team for the 1990 Beijing Asian 


The North’s acceptance was contained in a letter which 
arrived here Monday morning. 


Kim Yu-sun, president of the (North) Korean Olympic 
Committee (KOC), in his reply to his South Korean 
counterpart Kim Chong-ha, said that North Korea 
would send five delegates on March 9 to “Freedom 
House” at the truce vi of Panmunjom in the demil- 
itarized zone, which divides the two Koreas, for work- 
ing-level talks with the South on the formation of a single 
Korean team. 


“Forming a single Korean team in international events 
helps foster hopes for the nation’s reunification and I 
appreciate very much that the South Korean KOC 
President Kim Chong-ha consented to our proposal in 
his letter dated Dec. 30 that talks be held for a single 
Korean team,” Kim Yu-sun said. 


Kim Chong-ha said he welcomes the North’s response 
which he termed positive and sincere. 


The North’s letter comes amid mounting concerns 
regarding its answer because Pyongyang, in a broadcast 
on Jan. 14, criticized the “Team Spirit” annual South 
Korea-U.S. military exercises. 


Kim Chong-ha also said that the South will determine its 
delegation as soon as the South Korean Olympic Commit- 
tee holds its general assembly meeting in late February. 


Hyundai’s Chong Departs for North Visit 
oy oe Seoul YONHAP in English 0254 GMT 
an 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 21 (YONHAP)—Chong Chu-yong, 
founder and honorary chairman of the Hyundai business 
group, left Seoul Saturday for about a 10-day visit to North 
Korea at the invitation of North Korean authorities. 


Chong, who is to arrive in Pyongyang Monday via Tokyo 
and Beijing, will be the first South Korean businessman 
to visit North Korea for business purposes. 


He is expected to discuss with North Korean officials on 


ways to cooperate in land development and construction 
projects, a Hyundai source said. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The South Korean industrialist is likely to propose that a 


His visit stems from an invitation Dec. | by Ho Tam, 

of North Korea’s “Committee for Peaceful 
Reunification of the Fatherland.” Ho, former foreign 
minister, ranks 10th in North Korea’s ruling Workers’ 


Ho proposed that Chong visit North Korea and discuss a 
wide range of business matters including developme... of 


Mt. Kumgang. 


Ho’s invitation letter also said that Chong may meet 
with his relatives living in his hometown near Mi. 
Kumgang, located on the eastern coast of the peninsula. 


Prior to the December invitation, North Korea report- 
edly sent a letter to Chong last August, inviting him to 
visit his ancestors’ graves in his hometown. 


On that occasion, Chong refused to accept the proposal 
due to a busy personal schedule, according to Hyundai 
sources. 


Meanwhile, Pyongyang Radio confirmed Friday that 
Chong would visit North Korea Jan. 23 for the first time, 
a government source said. 


Chone’s invitation by the North is seen as a discreet 
gesture seeing business cooperation with the South as 
long as the North’s socialist economic structure is not 
affected, political analysts here said. 


North Report on Visit Noted 
SK2001122589 Seoul YONHAP in English 1220 GMT 
20 Jan 89 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 20 (YONHAP)—North Korea’s Radio 
Pyongyang Friday confirmed that Chong Chu-yong, hon- 
orary chairman of the Hyundai Group of South Korea, 
will visit starting from Monday, a spokesman 
for the Board of the National Unification here said. 
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Mt. Kumkang and establishment of a special economic 
zone in North Korea. 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 23 (YONHAP)—South Korea plans to 
restore part of two old major railroad lines lir“ing Seoul 
and North Korean cities to prepare for pos.iole inter- 


The government will complete the restoration of the 
severed 12 kilometers and 16.2 kilometers of the rail- 
roads within this year, Kim said in a new year policy 
briefing to President No Tae-u. 

South and North Korea, arch-rivals since the end of 
Korean war, have been promoting their relations 
remarkably in recent months. 

If North Korea also decides to restore the northern part 


of the obsolete lines, the two railroads will soon be fully 
prepared for operation, according to the minister. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Kim said about 835,160 million U.S. dollars was set aside 
for survey and layout cost for the restore construction. 


The government also is studying to extend the planned 
electrified express railroad between Seoul and the cast 
coast to the port city of Wonsan in North Korea, Kim 
said. If the line was established, the railroad service is 


Interim Appraisal Before Lecal Elections 
yy Seoul YONHAP in English 0241 GMT 
an 


tem, an informed ruling party source said Monday. 


The ruling camp reached the conclusion in a series of 
recent hi consultative meetings between the gov- 
ernment and the ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP), 
the source said, adding that the ruling camp is 

to announce a final decision on the timing, method and 
format for the interim assessment in February or March. 


The No government is likely to opt for a confidence vote 
through a national referendum as the format for the 
interim evaluation, said the source who asked not to be 


pt even t No, in his new year press conference, said the 
inistration will implement local autonomy within 
this year while reiterating that he is willing to undergo 
the interim appraisal of his presidency “right now.” 


“Taking into consideration the president’s remarks on 
the evaluation and local autonomy, the ruling circle 
concluded that local autonomy will be implemented in 
the latter half of this year because it needs time for the 
ruling and opposition parties to hold negotiations on 
local autonomy,” the source said. 


He said the ruling camp intends to conduct the interim 
assessment within the first half of this year, or before 
implementing local autonomy, out of concern that the 
evaluation could have a negative impact on the local 
autonomy elections. 


The government and the DJ? will launch special task 
forces for the interim assessment and local autonomy 
and plan to conduct surveys to measure public opinion 
on the two issues, the source said. 


The interim evaluation has been a major political issue 
between ruling and opposition parties in 1989. The three 
Opposition parties, which have a combined majority of 
National seats, have insisted that No be sub- 
ject to the evaluation as he pledged. 


maha as ital eecmee atte 
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in February. 


No Tae-u Gives New Year News Conference 
SK1701071089 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
0100 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[New year news conference held by President No Tae-u 
— 


[Text] [No Tae-u] How are you? This is No Te-u, the 
president. you for coming here this morning. | 
sincerely wish that this year will be a year of greater joy 
and happiness for all of you. Also, I believe that this year 
will be a year of great advancement for our country in 
stability and peace. 


The past year, 1988, was a year of both glory and labor 
pains in our history. In that year we opened an era of 
democracy, tiding over the waves of the 40-year consti- 
tutional history; aa amid the admiration of all the 
peoples of the world, we created the glory of the Seoul 


Olympics. 


The Seoul Olympics were a world event in which the 
East and the West, which had been confronting each 
other, met in harmony on the divided Korean peninsula, 
the site of a potential danger of war. It was a festival that 
implanted the cultural force of the ROK deep in the 
world in which the European and American industrial 
culture had prevailed and it forecast the emergence of 
the Pacific cultural sphere of the 20th century in which 
we would be playing the leading role. 


The Seoul Olympics, which surprised the world, have 
proven our nation’s great ability. This shining victory 
was attained by our people’s endeavors with which they 
have entered the ranks of the world’s 10 largest trading 
countries i about 30 years after the war of ruins. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Our method of t while attaining prosperity 
by opening the door to the world and of free competition 
while aspiring for peace and freedom has clearly become 
the model for the world. 


We will open the path of and cooperation with 
socialist countries, including the Soviet Union and 
China. As observed during the speech I made at the 
United Nations, the world responded to our policy for 
national harmony and peaceful reunification. 


The dark clouds of the system of authoritarianism cast 
over us for the past 40 years have now been removed, 
and all the people are participating in democratization 
amid freedom and autonomy. This new vitality bright- 
ened our own path and is indeed precious. 


However, along with the rapid work for democratiza- 
tion, we have suffered greater pains and more discord 
than ever before. 


The manifold desires and wishes which erupted all at 
once after a long suppression and the waves of discord 
and complaints generated among each class in the course 
of industrialization exposed and revealed all the accu- 
mulated problems in our society. 


The irregularities revealed in the course of liquidating 
the past era made th< people indignant and brought 
about a cause of discord. 


On the other hand, radical acts by a small number of 
forces attempting to overthrow our free society and the 
order of democracy have deepened the people’s concern. 


Never before in our history could people freely raise and 
expose problems existing in our society. We need not be 
afraid of the reality in which pains and discord exist. Our 
people will turn such a challenge into a motivating power 
for developing the nation. 


Now is the time to clearly distinguish what is desired and 
what is not desired and what can Be tolerated in demo- 
cratic society and what cannot be tolerated. 


on genuine stability. 


I would like to make it clear at this point that I will 


powerfully put into effect what I promised to you, the 
neople. I ardently wish that you will render your coop- 
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Before I receive your questions, I would like to state my 
feelings about a few issues to be raised in the course of 
leading state affairs. 


ay vs ad # the basic order of free democracy 
Thos, hou the maturity of our society amid 
iversity 


The new Republic will take the ideal and independent 


ities, no be tolerated in the wake of the 
reality of the divided country. 


The government will stricly apply the laws to any collec- 
tive act that disturbs democratic order and to any act of 
violence. I will see to it that criminal acts that threaten 
the people's safe lives and cause them anxiety ere erad- 


icated by intensively mobilizing govenment power. 


I will take resolute steps to prevent brutal crimes that ruin 
the society, such as destroying another’s home life, kidnap- 
ping women and children, peddling drugs, organized vio- 
lence, and burglary, from taking place in our society. 


I believe that most of the irregularities and corruption of 
the past era have been probed through the Assembly’s 
activities and investigation of the prosecutor’s office. 
Now, we should settle them at an early date. 


Second, we should expedite the laying of the road toward 
being an advanced nation by maintaining the stabilized 
growth of our economy. 


We will strive to attain more than an 8-percent growth 
rate while trying to control price increases to under 5 
percent. We should continuously maintain such growth 
at least in order to provide approximately 400,000 new 
jobs each year. 


Because the wages in our country greatly increased 
compared to those in Japan and Taiwan and because of 
the won’s ion and the trade discord, our econ- 
omy is faced with a great challenge in terms of compet- 
itive power. 
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To overcome such difficulties, employers and employees 
should unite and cooperate with each other based on 
petitive power by increasing productivity and promoting 
the quality of products. 


On the other hand, the government will boldly abolish 
the unofficial taxes that serve as an additional burden to 
entrepreneurs and the government’s unnecessary restric- 
tions on the economy so that civilian-led autonomy can 
be attained and free enterprises have full vitality. 


Third, I will implement a full-scale policy to realize a 
welfare society in which all the people live equally well. 
The work of removiii, ihe relative sense of poveity 
and the urban poor and the discord generated by this is 
a national task which should not be delayed. 


Now we have the ability to resolve this problem through 


the growth experienced in the past and with an economy 
in the black. 


The government will direct its strength gained through 
stable growth toward resolving the questions concerning 
the ignored class. For this, ie government will push ahead 
with a revision of the tax system in such a way as to make 
the richer class bear a greater portion of the tax-s. 


The government will epochally expand the scale of 
scholarships and loans for schooling expenses so that no 
parent will suffer over their inability to send their 
qualified and able sons and daughters to college. 


This year the government will help about 500,000 chil- 
dren from poor families with their entire schooling 
expenses for middle schools and vocational high schools. 
Beginning in July, with the expansion of medical insur- 
ance, all the people will receive help from the medical 
insurance system. 


ye Sete Oe ne = Be Seen See 
low-income classes, the government plans to 

360,000 houses this year, Seiuding 90,000 eval-aized 
rental houses. 


The government will epochally increase the amount of 
low interest loan money to be offered to poor people so 
that they can easily acquire the money when they want to 
purchase houses or lease them on a deposit basis. 


We have how reached the era of the $4,000 per capita 
national income. If all the people work hard in unison, we 
will reach the era of the $300 billion GNP and the $7,000 
per capita national income within my term of office. 


By that time, the absolute majority of people in our 
society will enjoy the stabilized life as middle-class 
people free from anxiety about clothes, food and shelter, 
medical care, and their children’s education. 
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To establish this kind of society, the haves and those who 
have less all should work 
self-control, as they do when laying bricks to build a 
house. If we try to realize our desires all at once, we will 
lose everything. 


Fourth, the independent policy of reunification will be 


with the newly | 


Our people have ushered in the era in which they will 
now freely travel anywhere on the five oceans and six 
continents and will exert their efforts for our prosperity 
and the co-prosperity of mankind with the entire globe as 
a stage. w twa ab ya pret tae omni 
a ee reunification and 


However, I would like to stress that, Sepemget moe 
ddan cgtihiien % tanhe aueee tee our existence 
aad sevcdity, 4 would be impaustie make efforts for 
reunification and prosperity. 


I will consolidate our defense capabilities and security 
posture so that we may have the power to deter any 
suovecdiion or Wer endl to Gilling daiee.. 


al 
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To this end, we should build up our science and technol- 


saan Se oem ¢ tae on 8 Gee ee 
great era of the ordinary people should in 
which all of our sincere citizens can live a life worthy of 
men as the poud masters of this country. 


The accomplishment of this heavy historic task is a 
Se Se Se ee See ee ee 


our strength in our internal feud. 


To make our nation become a proud leading nation 
which will lead a new global order and culture in the 
coming 21st century, we should pour all of our efforts 
into making the future even brighter. 


Thank you. I will now answer your questions. 


[Yun Chong-po] I am Munhwa Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion reporter Yun Chong-po. I think it is very meaningful 
to have a New Year’s press conference with you, Mr 
President, who are the highest person in charge of state 
affairs, and to discuss how you will run the state this year 
at a time when the year 1989 has come with various 


[No Tae-u] I always speak to the people with a sincere 
attitude. Promises must be kept without fail. I think that, 


history of politics as a very important lesson. 


Therefore, what I had in mind at that time was: Once I 
take power, I must not change the attitude and feelings 
that I have now. I must fulfill my term as president 
always with reverence toward the people and history. I 
must have a goal, whatever it is. I must always retain the 
attitude which I assume at this very moment when I 
receive the people's judgment. From this perspective, I 
chose a midterm evaluation. 


I have so far made my utmost efforts to put the 29 June 
declaration into practice. I want to make this clear. My 
attitude at this very moment has not changed at all from 
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my attitude at that time. From this viewpoint, I do not 
think this midterm evaluation is serious. I am fully 
willing to receive a mid-term evaluation even at this 


to only one side. They are also jointly responsible for it. 


Therefore, I am of the opinion that I will concretely 
realize democratization by cooperating with the opposi- 
tion parties in dealing with various important matters. 


[CHOSON ILBO reporter Kim Chang-chol] I am going 
to ask about local autonomy. I believe that elections of 
deputies to local assemblies should be conducted this 
year. Which local assemblies dc you think should be 
formed first? In particular, the opposition parties have 
insisted that, along with the elections of deputies to local 
assemblies, direct elections of chiefs of local autonomous 
organizations at municipal and provincial level, includ- 
ing Seoul city mayor, should be conducted simulta- 
neously. What do you think of this? 


[No Tae-u} I think the responsibility for and key to the 
enforcement of the local autonomy rest with the 
National As’ embly. I think local autonomy is the basis of 
democracy and therefore, the ruling and opposition 
parties svuld reach an agreement on this problem at an 
early date. Accordingly, I would like to urge the National 
Assembly to enforce local autonomy this year at the 
latest. The current law specifies that local autonomy at 


[HANGUK ILBO reporter Yi Chong-ku] The present 
National Assembly structure of a weak ruling party and 
strong opposition parties has been positively evaluated 
from the standpoint of political democratization. How- 
ever, it has become a burden for the government and the 


Some people hold that you, the president, should resign 
from the position of the president of the DJP and 
reorganize the political circles. What do you think of 
this? Along with this, some people believe that to achieve 
political stability and to eliminate the feelings of paro- 
chialism, it is imperative to revise the present election 
law and to revise the Constitution for the par!iazuentary 
cabinet system. What do you think of this? 


{No Tae-u] Your question means I should resign from 
the post of president of the DJP. Where should I go after 
I resign from it? Should I go to the PPD, the RDP, or the 
NDRP? Where do you want me to go? If I go to these 
parties, do you think the presidents of these parties will 
accept me? 


In retrospect, our party won overwhelming support from 
the people and achieved victory in the past presidential - 
election. The outcome of the 26 April general elections 
held a few months later resulted in a National Assembly 
composed of a weak ruling party and strong opposition 
parties. Consequently, the situation has become some- 
what difficult. This is true. I think reporter Yi’s question 
addresses this point. 


It is true that the ruling party has been driven into a 
difficult situation because of the structure of a weak 
ruling party and strong opposition parties and because of 
the public hearings in the Assembly. However, what is 
most important in surmounting such a difficult situation 


However, politics 
vary and are in a state of flux. Therefore, I cannot predict 
it; all I can say at present is that I have no choice but to 
wait and see. 


[SEOUL SINMUN reporter Yi Kyong-hyong) The 
state of discord is becoming more and more conspic- 
uous these days at the workplaces of workers, on 
campuses, and even in the artistic circles. With 
regard to this, what is your opinion on the grand 
alliance of conservatives which is be’ 1g generally 
talked about, and about the si of a reformist 
political party emerging? In addition, please give a 
few specifics on how you will counter left-leaning 
violence, which is against the parliamentary system. 
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[No] Yes. We can say that we are seeking democracy, or 
free democracy, or representative democracy, or parlia- 
camany aename In this regard, I think it is appro- 
priate to say we are seeking parliamentary democracy. In 
this respect, I think the accommodation of such political 
parties or socialist demo- 


ancy yy pang ney Begg Sop dla 
differentiate between the forces that try to achieve rev- 
olution through class struggle and the aforementioned 
forc*s or political parties. We should counter such fore=s 
or political parties. 


It is very regrettable and unfortunate that some forces 
are emerging in some circles of our society to overthrow 
the basic structure of our free democratic system with 
violence. This worries us very much. I think we must 
thoroughly seek firm legal countermeasures against this. 


The Sixth Republic was born through the 29 June decia- 
ration. What does this mean? | think this means that the 
Sixth Republic is the force which is meant to encompass all 
forces, groups, and political factions which ac vo. ite free 
democracy. In other words, the political forces waich have 
been encompassed in the current system are <il those 
which advocate free democracy. 


Accordingly, we should pool our strength those 
forces which attempt to overthrow the basic of our 
system with violence. Not only politicians, but also 
businessmen, social leaders, and intellectuals should 
pool their strength toward this end. The people and the 
Constitution have entrusted me with heavy responsibil- 
ities. The historically heaviest and foremost duty is to 
defend the basic structure of our free democratic system. 


All of our people—I will stress this again on this occa- 
sion—should legally and resolutely counter those forces 
ee 


It is in this stand that the forces which advocate free 
democracy are urged to pool their strength. This is 
presently described as a conservative alliance. However, 
I think this is an overexaggeration. 


Next question, please. 


Yes. YONHAP News Agency reporter Yim Kyong-nok, 


[YONHAP reporter Yim Kyong-nok] Mr President. In 
ordinary times, you put an emphasis on patience. Some 
people wonder if the patience you refer to is the same as 
the patience shown by Mr Chang Myon of the Second 
Republic or that by Tokugawa lyeyasu, who unified 
Japan. What is true meaning of the patience you refer to? 
Do your remarks on preserving laws and order and 
exercising government power mean the last stage of the 
patience you refer to? 


Is there any other question? You are a reporter from 
HANGUK KYONGJE SINMUN? 


[HANGUK KYONGJE SINMUN reporter Yi Chun- 
won} I am reporter Yi Chun-won from HANGUK 
KYCNNGJE SINMUN. We may point out the Inbor- 


government noted that in the event the dispute turns 
into a violent and illegal act, the exercise of government 
power is inevitable. Some peuple point out that the 
exercise of government power is aimed only at the 
workers, and not equally at both labor and management. 
What is your view on this? 
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[No Tae-u] We should point out that the main factor that 

has contributed to the development of our nation’s : 
economy, even to the surprise of the world, are our : 
sincere workers. Taking this opportunity, ' wish to 
extend my sincere thanks and greetines to all workers of 

the country for their devoted efforts. 


From *‘sis standpoint, I urge entrepreneurs to do their 
best .v look after the workers, including their wages and 
working conditions. At the same time, my feeling is that 
if one bites another's fingers, the fingcrs hurt equally. 


Frankly speaking, I am in the position to favor neither 
workers nor entrepreneurs. 


The worldwide trend of labor-management relations is 
that the past phenomenon of confrontation and struggle 


particular, nations in Europe and J>nan are advancing in 
such a direction. 


Thus, we can say that although some illegal and undesir- 
able acts are seen in our country at times, the general 
trend of the time is advancing in such a direction. 


For example, the Pohang iron complex made a joint 
investment with the U.S. UPJ Steel Works. The U.S. 
UPI Steel Works ceaselecsly suffered labor-mznagement 
disputes and were in the red in the past. However, as 
soon as it made a joint investment, it begun to record 
figures in the black and to smoothly settle }abor-manage- 
ment relations. 


I previously pointed out the example. in the European 
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Next question, r’ease. Yes. MAEIL KYONGJE SINMUN 


7 eS one ym, the home reporter Kim: Song-su, please. 
[MAEIL KYONGJE SINMUN reporter Kim 


am a reporter from MAEIL KYONGJE SINMUN. 


in to you how the police are making 
and order and its success and 
knows them in greater detail. 


efforts for law 
he 
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government has pledged to curb commodity prices below § 
percent. However, I think the citizens do not trust this, 
because there are many noneconomic variables. 


relatively suvccssful even the various difficulties. 
This is my assessment. However, we were concerned 
about the question of prices. Originally, we 
were planning to curb prices below 5 per- 
cent. Then, we adjusted the plan to curb them below 7 
percent; however, the plan was exceeded by a little bit. 
So, we had the commodity price problem last year. 

Thus, in this year as well, as you have questioned, I think 
the question of commodity prices is our concern. But in 
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prices. 
I think we will by all means curb consumer 
prices below 5 percent this year and wholesale prices 
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(Minister of the Economic Planning Board Cho Sun] 
Yes. Mr. President has very specifically explaincd the 
questions of commodity prices and trade. 


achievement of develor:nent are impossible. 
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In this regard, the several measures Mr President has just 
mentioned are the key issues. However, I would like to 


supplement c.ggregate demand. 


~-As you know; last year our goal-for the margin of the 
currency increase was 18 percent. However, currency 
circulation increased by 18.8 percent, thus exceeding the 
goal a little. 


This year, our goal is 15-18 percent. We are planning to 
pursue this goal flexibly. However, the question is how to 
achieve this goal. As a conclusion, I would like to say that 
it will be difficult, but we have the means to achieve it. 
And, through the means, we will do our best to achieve 
the goal of indirectly stabilizing commodity prices. In 
this regard, the prospect is never gloomy. 


As you know, arovnd the end of last year, currency 
circulation increased greatly. This was primarily because 
of the situational adjustment of the bank interest rates 
and the subsequent increase of loans in the private 
sectors. At the same time, this was also because of the 
execution of the revised supplementary government 
budget at the end of the year. 


Nonetheless, during the first quarter of this year a large 
amount of the currency stabilization securities will be 
recovered, creating a factor for the currency increase. 
Accoreingly, some difficulties are expected for the first 
half of this year. 


However, by additionally issuing the currency stabiliza- 
tion securities and mobilizing various belt-tightening 
measures in the monetary and financial management 
areas, we will do our best to retrieve the currency in 
circulation. So, we can say the prospect is bright to ably 
achieve the goal of curbing the currency increase below 
15-18 percent. 


If we can fully curb aggregate demand, as Mr. President 
has mentioned, I believe that the difficulties in the 
supply sector can be also fully overcome. 


For instance, by checking the increase of public fares and 
fees, as well as by checking the situational adjustment of 
the prices of newly built apartment houses, the currency 
increase would be curbed in.the supply sector and the 
people’s inflation mentality would also be curbed in the 
psychological secior. Thus, I am confident that we will be 
able to fully achieve the goal of curbing commodity 
prices below 5 percent this year. 


I pledge to the people that we will do our best toward 
this end. 


[No Tae-u] Thank you for the supplementary explanation. 
I am delighted and feei secure to hear that you have 
confidence. Are there any other questions? Now, reporter 
Mun Chae-chol from KFi®, you may ask your question. 
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[KBS reporter Mun Chae-chol] I am KBS reporter Mun 
Chae Chol. I would like to ask a question about educa- 
tion. When this year’s college examination ends, there 
will be about 550,000 students who fail, a number 
equivalent to the population of the city of Ulsan. 


I think that an epochal step to improve the college 
examination system is required for easing the problem of 
failing students, a great and serious source of juvenile 
issues. What is your opinion about this? How and when 
do you plan to allow extracurricular lessons for college 
students, which has been merely discussed up to now? 


[No Tae-u] You have pointed out this issue well. Not 
only the 550,000 students, but also their parents would 
be distressed about their failure in the examination. My 
feeling is no different from theirs. Thus, the educational 
question still remains a serious task. 


To resolve this question based on a long-range point of 
view, I intend to organize an advisory council for edu- 
cational policies directly under the president. I hope this 
Organization will deal with all educational problems in 
depth, based on a long-range standpoint, and will work 
out measures to enhance the autonomy, independence, 
and professional nature of the educational sector. 


In addition, the issue of employment for high school 
graduates is also serious. The difference in wages 
between high school graduates and college graduates is 
enormous. I intend to implement a policy designed to 
reduce such a difference as much as possible. 


To reduce the number of students who fail the college 
examination, open colleges will be expanded and colleges 
for general education will be organized, so that practical 
and home education can be stressed. 


I think now is the time to settle the issue of extracurric- 
ular lessons. I believe that the Education Ministry is 
working out the final measures on this issue. I hope that 
a clear, final conclusion is made at an early date for what 
can be done and what cannot be done. 


As you agree, educational policy is very important. I am 
pleased to inform you that the newly appointed education 
minister has ambitious plans and policies for education, 
and that he is going to actively push ahead with them. 


On a number of occasions, I wondered if there was a 
means to improve the people’s way of thinking that one 
must go college without fail, and that the background of 
a college education is definitely necessary. 


Concerning this issue, I am sure that the education minis- 
ter can give you a more detailed explanation. [No 
addresses education minister] Will you please explain this? 


[Education Minister Chong Won-sik] I will state the seri- 
ous problem of repeaters who are aspiring to enter college. 
As all of us know well, the ever-increasing number of 
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repeaters who fail to enter college urgently demands that 
we establish comprehensive measures to resolve this prob- 
lem in the way we have with the comprehensive measures 
to curb increasing prices. The president has set forth a 
basic guideline for resolving the problem of repeaters, 
while showing deep concern about it. 


Only when we establish a system under which young 
people do not experience an economic and social disad- 
vantage from society even without having gone to college 
can we alleviate the students’ overheated phenomenon 
of aspiring to enter college. Based on such a direction, we 
are now mapping out a comprehensive measure to cope 
with the ever-increasing number of repeaters. 


We are considering opening the doors of some colleges 
and universities wider. However, we do not think such a 
measure is a basic measure that can settle the problem 
completely. In fact, in 1980 we widened the door of a 
college education by announcing an education reform 
measure on 30 July 1980. Only 2 years later, however, 
the number of repeaters was increasing rapidly. 


Finding that opening the college doors wider is not the 
only way to resolve the problem of repeaters, we will 
continue to establish more colleges of general education 
and to increase the number of vocational education 
courses in colleges and universities. However, the gov- 
ernment plans to continuously restrict the doors of 
4-year regular colleges and universities. 


However, as I mentioned earlier, the government plans 
to adopt the off-campus education system to educate and 
foster those who can obtain technological qualifications 
and who therefore can work for the benefit of society 
without entering colleges and universities. The off- 
campus education system is a system under which people 
can study without attending classes at colleges. he 
off-campus education system includes the broadcest 
correspondent college education sv3‘em and a method of 
self-study at local educational centers. 


We do not mean to give all qualifications to those who 
study alone; however, the government is considering 
givin, them some kinds of qualifications through state- 
run examinations. Thus, by adopting such an off-campus 
education system the government plans to give an oppor- 
tunity for college education to those who fail to go to 
college. This is the main point of the measure that the 
Education Ministry is going to establish in the future. 


Along with this, the government will strengthen voca- 
tional education for middle and high school students so 
that they can decide in advance their life course for 
future advancement. 


In conclusion, I would like to stress that vocational 
education for middle and high school students requires 
the guidance and leading role of the press in particular. 
Thank you. 
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[CHUNGANG ILBO reporter Chon Yong-il] I am going 
to ask about North-South relations. There have been 
various different voices heard in reunification debates 
among our people. I understand that our government 
will make public a comprehensive plan for reunification 
some time in February. Do you have any plan to declare 
to the North a unilateral arms reduction or arms freeze 
to demonstrate our commitment to reunification? Please 
give us a brief introduction to the reunification formula 
being worked out by our government. Do you plan to 
allow our students to participate in the world youth and 
student festival slated for Pyongyang in July? 


[No Tae-u] When we talk about security, we should 
avoid subjective views. In other words, national security 
should be viewed objectively. At the same ti ¢, we 
should always be coolheac¢ :d. No mistake whatsoc ~- is 
allowed. This is based on my experience. This is alsu a 
lesson of history. 


I know that you have already read the national defense 
white paper published recently. As indicated in the white 
paper, the North’s military power is far superior to ours. 
The latest intelligence report I received recently showed 
that the North’s military strength is stronger than we had 
believed. This is today’s reality. 


All countries in the world, without exception, defend 
peace in their territories by their military strength. 
Therefore, we should maintain a military capability 
sufficient to deter any military provocation. To this end, 
we have properly maintained ROK-U:S military cooper- 
ation relations, that is, security cooperation relations. 
However, it is imperative for us to more firmly maintain 
these relations. 


Although the withdrawal of the U.S. forces from South 
Korea has often been talked about, the U.S. forces 
stationed in South Korea should be maintained at least 
at the current level until a way to perfectly guarantee 
peace on the Korean peninsula is provided. North Korca 
has often talked about unilateral arms reduction. But, we 
should be aware that this is nothing but its political 
offensive and a form of its propaganda. 


As to the new reunification formula that we are now 
working on, the government is working on it from a new 
perspective of the situation. I think that this reunification 
formula will be announced soon after our Unification 
Board accomodates opinions from experts and specialists 
of various strata and consults with political parties. 


What I would like to say about the reunification issue at 
this meeting is that it is our ultimate national goal; 
however, it is very difficult to achieve national reunifi- 
cation right now. This is a sentimental logic. We should 
approach the goal on a step-by-step basis. Both sides 
should establish a relationship of coexistence and coop- 
eration, eliminating the relationship of hostility existing 
between them. Thus, the South and the North alike 


FBIS-EAS-89-013 
23 January 1989 


should constantly make efforts to restore and develop 
the nation’s national community. I want to stress that 
only by so doing can we reunify the country into a single 
state, our ultimate goal. 


As to the question of the Pyongyang youth and student 
festival, as you may know, the nature: of the festival is 
very clear. It is a means to play the rol. as the vanguard 
of the so-called international communist movement 
against imperialism. However, despite this fact, the 
Education Ministry has given permission for our stu- 
dents to attend the function in line with our stand and 
policy to begin exchanges by any means between the 
North and the South. So, I tell you now that we will 
utilize anything as an opportunity for a successful 
exchange with the North. 


[KOREA HERALD reporter Kim Song-pok] The northern 
policy that we are now vigorously pursuing is an epochal 
change in our policy for peaceful national reunification. 
However, some are worried that the northern policy is 
being pursued too rapidly, thus bringing about ideological 
confusion to our liberal democratic system. What steps 
will you take to cope with this problem? Do you have plans 
to visit Hungary and other East European countries this 
year? Do you have plans to develop relations not only with 
the Soviet Union, but also with China? 


(No Tae-u] Some people may think that our northern 
policy is a sudden policy, but this is not true. The 
northern policy has been implemented for a long time. 
Speaking of the case that I was involved in, the northern 
policy has been implemented since we brought the 
Olympics to Seoul. Furthermore, our businessmen and 
our diplomats have directly and indirectly pursued the 
northern policy for a long time. It was about the time of 
the Seoul Olympics that the northern policy began sud- 
denly to come into sight. 


In implementing the northern policy in the past we had 
a sort of stressful feeling. However, I believe that because 
our northern policy has been substantially implemented 
since the Olympics, our people have come to feel a sort 
of self-confidence as the people of a sovereign state. | 
myself felt this strongly. In particular, when I delivered a 
speech at the United Nations after the Seoul Olympics, I 
felt strong national dignity and pride. This is precisely 
the great achievement and progress of our nation. 


However, as you indicated earlier, there has been some 
confusion in the course of pushing ahead with the 
northern policy. But I do not worry about this. Our 
businessmen, men of culture, and sportsmen are visiting 
northern countries, including the Soviet Union. Even 
politicians will visit these countries. Many young stu- 
dents as well will visit these countries in the future. 


I know some students have already been to some of these 
countries. I am sure they will realize that our system is 
superior to theirs, that is to say, they will have strong 
dignity and pride in our superior system. I think that 
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their visits to communist countries will become an 
opportunity to correctly and strongly establish among 
them the ideology that our system is superior to theirs. 


Those who have visited these northern countries most 
often are our businessmen. At this point, I want to stress 
that they should not move too hastily in seeking 
exchanges with communist countries. I know that our 
businessmen have become mature through their pro- 
tracted experience and ability. However, in an attempt 
to prevent them from repeating the past experience of 
having practiced an excessive and overheated competi- 

tion among themselves in the Middle East, we have 
already formed a civilian organization called the Inter- 
national Civilian Economic Consultative Committee. I 
think this committee will properly perform its role of 
preventing these mistakes of the past. 


I hope that we will normalize relations with major 
northern countries during my tenure. I think diplomatic 
relations with Hungary will be established in the first 
half of this year at the latest. Along with this, I think that 
the improvement of relations with the Soviet Union, 
with such other East European countries as Poland and 
Bulgaria, and with China will be accelerated with each 


passing day. 


As I have clarified before, I will not hesitate to visit any 
countries if it is necessary in the interests of our country. 
I also hope that the day will soon come when you the 
people can joyfully visit socialist countries. 


[KOREA HERALD reporter Kim Man-kil] As exchanges 
between our country and East European countries, 
including the Soviet Union and Hungary, have intensi- 
fied recently, relations with our traditional allies seem to 
have been somewhat neglected. In view of these devel- 
opments, you have just indicated that you would seek 
summit meetings with the United States and Japan at an 
early date. Could you tell us the specific date and place of 
the meetings? What is the basic principle of our diplo- 
macy toward traditional allies? 


[No] I understand that as the northern diplomacy has 
intensified recently, some people are worried about 
relations between our country and the United States. 
However, what I would like to talk about here are 
relations with the United States in particular. That is to 
say, we should not commit the foolish act of not seeing 
the forest for the trees. We should have the wisdom to 
see the forest. When something happens, it is not proper 
for us to become emotionally attached to it. Like wine, 
old friends are better than new friends. Old friends and 
old wine are better than new ones. Therefore, in pushing 
ahead with relations with northern countries, we need 
close cooperation in advance with our traditional allies 
and, thus far, have been consulting with them. 


The main axis of our diplomacy is the United States. The 
new U.S. Administration under President Bush will be 
inaugurated soon. After its inauguration I will try to hold 
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summit talks with President Bush in the near future to 
discuss matters of mutual interest, security, and peace in 
Northeast Asia, and common prosperity and peace in the 
worid. The summit will be beneficial for both countries. 


1 had also planned to visit Japan last year, but it was 
postponed due to the situation in there. I will visit Japan 
this year at the latest and will hold summit. talks to 
discuss matters of peace and security in Northeast Asia 
‘and mutual exchanges in all fields between the two 
countries, and to seek ways of contri to the devel- 
opment of the Pacific area. As I menti earlier, I will 
not hesitate to stand at the head of the people in the 
interest of the country. 


gst G-A ILBO reporter Min Pyong-uk] You have so 
answered various questions. , you seem to 
Would too thas ee elas Eels & ieee 
Would you please give more details in answering m 
questions, in particular, the second question? Iwill ask a 
question on North-South summit talks. Would you 
please tell us when the North-South summit talks can be 
held? As for the North-South summit talks and North- 
South relations, rumors abound that important person- 
ages of North Korea and South Korea respectively, 
visited Seoul and and that they respectively 
had behind-the-scenes contacts with high-level person- 
ages of the opposing side. Would you give us the details 
on this? Finally, there have been many reports on major 
developments in North-South relations. Many fear that 
they might be used for political purposes. Would you 
comment on this? 


[No] I am also dubious of some of the reports. Newspapers 
report what I myself have not been informed of. When I 
ask relevant ministers to confirm them, even they say they 
have not been informed. The press enjoys the freedom of 
the press. However, it would be helpful if you would carry 
news reports in the media after asking relevant ministers 
and responsible officials to confirm them. 


As for the North-South summit talks, I have declared 
over and over again that I can meet anytime, anywhere, 
to discuss any issue, and that we can find clues to 
resolving issues only when we meet. However, the North 
Korean side proposed a meeting with presider ts of some 
South Korean parties. I believe that the people may have 
been very much dismayed at this because all people have 
a fervent desire for reunification, and I feel sorry for 
this. However, I am not dismayed. I am with 
expectations and hope. 


If I am to make a conclusion first, I would like to say that 
I have the will and desire to hold North-South summit 
talks in the not distant future without fail, even though I 
cannot pinpoint the exact time. The reason why I can 
have such confidence is: as the saying goes, sincerity 
moves heaven. Just look at the sincerity we have shown 
toward the reunification issue! We had a hostile feeling 
[toward North Korea]. However, after having undergone 
an epochal change in our attitude, we have unilaterally 
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abandoned our hostile feeling. How fervently we have 
sought reconciliation and cooperative relations! I firmly 
believe that the world and, in particular, even the com- 
munist bloc in East Europe, are overwhelmed and 
amazed at this. The North side also has a need [for the 
North-South summit talks). 


Various movements are seen, even though they are 
superficially. Very regrettably, | cenael diadess these 
movements in detail on this occasion. Talks between 
eS a any Sa eee 
Red Cross talks, and various other talks that we are 
seeking will be held in the future. A breakthrough was 
achieved in exchanges in the private sector, was it not? I 
believe that exchanges in the private sector will expand 
to an official level. 


Additionally, I want to stress with regard to the reunifi- 
cation issue: This is an issue that must not be used for 
political purposes by any specific ptople, forces, or 
parties. I would like to stress that the reunification issue 
is a national issue. From this perspective, I will make a 
conclusion on the reunification issue in the form of an 
agreement among the people afte- hearing opinions of all 
the people, holding consultations among parties, and 
holding various hearings. 


([KYONGHYANG SINMUN reporter Yi Sil] Let me ask 
&@ question concerning our military's standing in society. 
Since the inauguration of the Sixth Republic, civilian-led 
politics has been stressed. As shown by the terrorism 
inflicted on O Hong-kun last year, the declaration issued 
by a group of junior officers, and the letter from the 
defense minister to the Kwangju committee of the 
National Assembly, we feel that the mil:.tary still seems 
to show a sensitive response to politics. 


Also, some people express concern over the fact that the 
honor and morale of the military have been impaired 
through the hearings on the Kwangju incident and that 
the spiritual combat readiness of the military has been 
disturbed in the course of pushing ahead with the north- 
ern policy. Will you talk about a concrete systematic way 
for guaranteeing the political neutrality of the military; 
and at the same time, about a desirable spiritual attitude 
of the military in connection with the defense policy? 


[No] I have already said that we should try to see the 
entire forest instead of a single tree. Magnifying minor 
phenomena in various ways entails many difficult prob- 
lems. From this point of view, I would like to refer to the 
question concerning the military. 


Obviously, our new republic has firmly established a 
civilian-led system. I am convinced that the military 
makes extraordinary efforts to be faithful to its sacred 
duty of defending the nation. It is not good for any 
politician or political group to try to use the military. I 
have no intention whatsoever of using the military for 


FBIS-EAS-89-013 
23 January 1989 


political purposes. I stress that the ruling and opposition 
politicians and political groups as well as myself should 
refrain from politically using the military. 


I want the military to grow to be that of the people. The 
military is also making efforts to this end. 
Our politicians in particular should understand the mil- 
itary in this way and love and encourage it. 
It is inconceivable for the military to intervene in 
political affairs. Also, I would like to make it clear that 


the concern some have about the military’s inter- 
vention in political affairs does nothing but trouble them 
unnecessarily. 


[Reporter Chon Yuk] I am CHUNGANG ILBO reporter 
Chon Yuk. Almost 2 hours have passed since this press 
conference started. One year of your 5-year term has 
already passed. We, ‘‘\e people, will watch how properly 
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Burma 
Foreign Correspondents Meet With Returned Students 


Interviews With Student Returnees 
BK2101152589 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 21 Jan 89 


{Excerpts} Forty-six journalists from the Foreign Corre- 
spondents Club of Thailand, Bangkok, who visited 
Burma at the invitation of the state government visited 
Loikaw in Kayah State on 18 January and Taunggyi in 
Shan State and Meiktila in Mandalay Division on 19 
January, and Rangoon on 20 January and met and 
interviewed student returnees and their parents. 


At the request of the journalists, they were allowed to 
individually interview the students and their parents as 
they wished in Loikaw, Taunggyi, and Meiktila. There 
were no broadcasts on the television due to difficulties in 
shooting these interviews for television. Hence, we are 
only able to carry the interviews as reports. However, the 
ee ee ee a ee Soe 
as before. 


On 18 January, the journalists interviewed in Loikaw 38 
students and youths, including 3 monks, who returned 
from Tak Province in Thailand, and their parents and 
guardians. The monks first answered the questions from 
the journalists, saying that they have not heard that the 
students who returned to Kayan State had been arrested, 
interrogated, tortured, and killed and that they went to 
the reception center for Burmese students in Thailand's 
Tak ‘rovince to bring back the students as they had been 
urgea by the worried parents and laity. They said they 
were not forcibly repatriated by Thailand as alleged by 
some Western organizations and that they returned to 
Burma on their own free will. 


In their interviews, the students said that they partici- 
pated in the demonstrations and that they absconded out 
of fear of arrest after the military staged the coup and 
that they did not intend to fight the military government 
with arms. They said there were about 130 students and 
youths who reached the Karenni insurgent camp and 
that there were differences between them and the insur- 
gents. They said the insurgents wanted to have their own 
state while they wanted democracy. We believe that the 
democratic multiparty general elections would be held as 
pledged by the government and that if the next govern- 
ment does not follow the democratic path they—the 
students and youths—would again stage demonstrations 
for democracy. 


On the morning of 19 January, the visiting journalists 
from Bangkok interviewed the 55 male and female 
students who had returned from Tak Province as well as 
those who had returned by themselves at the State 
Conference Hall in Taunggyi, Shan State. They also 
inter viewed the parents and guardians. In responding the 
questions from the journalists, the students and youths 
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said that they believe the current government would hold 
the elections as announced and they said since they 
returned to their parents home in their localities there 
had been no interrogation, arrest, detention, and killing 
by the government and that they have not heard of any of 
their friends being arrested. They said they would attend 
Classes once the schools are reopened. They said some 
students had not returned from the insurgent camps 
because the latter have difficulties in leaving the camps 
and that they believe all students and youths would 
return later. 


In answering the questions from the journalists, the 
parents of a student said they were very happy at the 
return of their son who was found to have contracted 
malaria. However, he has been cured of malaria because 
of the treatment by Thai doctors in Tak in Thailand and 
Goctors in Taunggyi. They said there were absolutely no 
cases of arrest and interrogation of student returnees. 


On the evening of 19 January, the journalists from Bang- 
kok met with 37 students and youths from Mandalay, 
Mogok, Chauk, and Meiktila who had returned from Tak 
Province in Thailand and their parents and guardians at 
No. 3 hangar of (Shanthay) airfield in Meiktila. They said 
allegations by foreign organizations of arrest, torture, and 
killing of student returnees were not true and that they 
believe that the elections would be held. They could not 
tell which party would. win in the elections. 


The parents said they were very happy that their children 
had returned and that their children absconded out of 
fear of arrest and that their children, who had returned, 
do not want to go back to the jungle any more. They said 
there were absolutely no cases of interrogation and arrest 
of their returned children. 


At 1430 on 20 January, the journalists from Bangkok 
interviewed the 46 student returnees in Rangoon and 
their parents and guardians at the reception hall of the 
reception center in Mingaladon, Rangoon Military Com- 
mand Headquarters. 


The questions from the journalists at the press confer- 
ence were answered by the students, parents and guard- 
ians, and members of the information committee of the 
State Law and Order Restoration Concil. The informa- 
tion committee said that of the returnees, (Htoo Wai 
Lin) is living with his parents in Moulmein and that 
Maung Thant Zin is living with his parents in Mergui. It 
is not true that they have been arrested, but that are they 
free to move about and that they do not know about their 
movements. They said they do not know whether Thant 
Zin’s friends, including Tun Aye, are in Thailand and 
that repatriation of students from Thailand is being 
carried out as agreed upon between the governments of 
Burma and Thailand. As it is strictly the internal affairs 
of our country and as the students returning home to 
their parents are not refugees who fled from the country 
it is not necessary to ask the officers from the Interna- 
tional Red Cross and the United Nations Commission 


In response to the ’ question, it was said that 
there had been no arrest art of member of politcal parti 
per ta gate ey lbs ace any person in 
accordance with law for Baca be Conall Gnoaoae 
State Law and Order Restoration 

curfew and bans Faas than bos gente It 
is absolutely that political party members 
have been arrested 


Students ‘Frustration, Fear’ 
rp 1889 Hong Kong AFP in English 0430 GMT 
an 


[By Charles-Antoine de Nerciat] 

eaeny hecme. aaa, oe Jan 21 Ny ke pomp students who 
after fleeing an Army crackdown 

= ned "cies with Burma’s military gov- 

ernment and say they fear for their safety. 


In the eastern town of Loikaw, Bangkok-based corre- 


ting pressure on those who had come back. 


Students in Meikhtila, in central Burma, also saia their 
families were under pressure. One youth said he felt 
unsafe and was ready to run away again. 


foreign journalists officially invited to Burma since Gen- 
eral Saw Maung took power in a September 18 coup. 


“Those students are like our sons and our daughters,” he 
told a press conference. 


But wherever the were taken, students 
expressed frustration with the junta, which has legalized 
political parties and promised multi-party general elec- 
tions once law and order is restored. 


They said little had changed from the si regime 
of Ne Win, who ruled with an iron hand for 26 years 
before retiring in June as mass demonstrations against 
his policies gathered steam. The students, when far 
eee for 


At Meikhtila, a youth said bluntly, “They (the authori- 
ties) do not pressure me, but my family is pressured.” He 
did not elaborate. 


Burmese Communist Party unit in eastern Burma where 
they had fled, but now that he was back he felt unsafe. 


“I will feel unsafe until free elections are held,” he said, 
adding: “I remain constantly ready to run away again.” 


Democracy, put the number of those arrested in the area 
since the coup at over 60, including four Buddhist monks. 


Another student, Myo Win Htun, 25, however, said only 
a ee 
tember 18. 
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Both estimates contradicted a statement by a local mil- 
itary official, Lieutenant Colonel Mye Eyi [name as 
received], who said that only one man, a monk, was still 
in custody in Taunggyi after having been arrested for 
carrying weapons. 


The journalists’ meeting Thursday with Mr. Myo Win 
Htun and Kyi Moe, also 25, disproved a report by the 
London-based human rights Amnesty Inter- 
national that the two had been arrested after their return. 


The two said this had not happened, but Mr. Myo Win 
Htun hinted at the risk of future trouble with the 
authorities, noting he had not been arrested “yet.” 


Mr. Myo Win Htun stole the show when he interrupted 
Colonel Mye Eyi when the officer blamed demonstrators 
and the public for bloodshed that followed disturbances 
in Taunggyi at the time of the coup. Several were killed. 


“Ours was a non-violent demonstration,” the student 
said to applause from his colleagues. “It is the soldiers 
that opened fire indiscriminately.” 


“The demonstrators did not loot, nor did they destroy 
any property. We did not even break a needle,” he said 
later to a second round of applause. 


The junta has repeatedly stressed that it had to seize 
power to stop widespread looting and violence by “dis- 
ruptive elements.” 


BBC on Tour 
BK2101133989 London BBC World Service in English 
1200 GMT 21 Jan 89 


[From the “Radio Newsreel” program] 


to were clearly worried about their future. 
in Nettleship recording] The mere fact that the trip 


time have foreign journalists had such 
Official access. But the visit had severe limitations too. 
There were no plans originally to enter the capital 
Rangoon at all. Eventually we were given a brief sight- 
seeing tour by bus. At two other stops we hardly left the 
airport. Even in Taunggyi in the hills of the eastern Shan 
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State, where we spent a night, every effort was made to 
deny us any opportunity to walk around on our own to 
meet and talk to ordinary people. 


What the Burmese authorities did provide at every stop 
were groups of students who fled the country in Septem- 
ber after the military coup and had now returned home 
under what both the Burmese and Thai Governments 
insist is a voluntary repatriation program. Although we 
were free to mingle and talk to the students, military and 
other officials and interpreters were always close at hand. 
Not surprisingly, under the circumstances the stories 
most students gave were very, very similar. They had not 
been detained, in or ill-treated. They were 
living freely at home. But despite the intimidating atmo- 
sphere, one student in Taunggyi did stand up to shout a 
denial at the senior army officer who was giving us the 
official version of what happened in the town at the time 
of the military takeover. He was applauded by his 
colleagues. Another was visibly shaking as he had been 
detained for 3 days on his return. Many of the students 
I spoke to privately were clear scared. In muttered [word 
indistinct] as we spoke, several said that while they were 
okay now, they fear greatly for their future. One told me 
you can go, we have to stay here. Life is very dangerous. 
[end recording] 


Peter Nettleship is now back in Bangkok. 
Cambodia 


Fe,eign Ministry Says Hun Sen To Visit Thailand 
BK2301122789 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1207 GMT 23 Jan 89 


(Text] Phnom Penh, SPK January 23—A Kampuchean 
delegation headed by Hun Sen, chairman of the Council 
of Ministers and foreign minister of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Kampuchea will pay a visit to Thailand soon at the 
invitation of Thai Prime Minister Cha‘hai Chunhavan, 
the Kampuchean Foreign Ministry’s so.uce said. 


Sihanouk Denies Five-Point Proposal 
BK2301021389 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
—— Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 

lan 


[Text] It was reported from Paris on 17 January that 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk had recently sent a mes- 
sage to Prince Norodom Ranariddh rejecting as untrue a 
misleading report that Samdech Sihanouk had given up 
his five-point peace plan for a political settlement of the 
Cambodian problem. 


The message stressed that the samdech still adheres to 
his five-point principle. The samdech has called for the 
setting up of a clear timetable for the Hanoi authorities 
to withdraw their aggressor troops from Cambodia and 
for simultaneous dissolution of the Vietnamese puppet 
regime in Phnom Penh and the CGDK in order to 
quickly reach a solution to the Cambodian problem. 
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CGDK Issues Communique on Sihanouk Proposal 
BK2001013889 Voice of the National 
gD - ————? of aoed Army 
‘an 


[Text] Press communique of the CGDK: 


1. The CGDK wishes to recall that on 23 December 1988 
the CGDK had reaffirmed its stance on a polit- 
ical settlement of the problem. 


2. The five-point peace plan of Samdech Norodom 


Sihanouk, head of the Cambodian nation, is a generous 
plan that upholds the lofty interests of the Cambodian 
nation and that of all sides. 


3. Samdech Norodom Sihanouk has reiterated his uns- 

mode ee ae, wee a 
in his note dated | January 1989. This stance 

is as follows: 

Fen ee 2 Ste igen Se Oy evtene of 


Vietnamese 
must not be 


UN blue berets—to Cambodia. 


ng 
at an appropriate time dependi ea ae Gece 
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6. The CGDK would like to take this opportunity to 


The CGDK would like to call on other countries to 
support this plan. 


[Dated] 18 January 1989 


{Signed} Son Sann, prime minister of the CGDK 
Khieu Samphan, DK vice president of Dem cratic Kam- 
puchea in charge of foreign affairs 

Norodom Ranariddh, personal representative of Sam- 
dech Norodom Sihanouk in Cambodia and Asia 


CGDK Partners Voice Support for Sihanouk 
BK2101040089 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 20 Jan 89 


[Text] Esteemed Samdech: 


We just received your important press communique 
dated 11 January 1989, which informed us about the 
position of samdech—the leader of the Cambodian 
nation—on the current complicated situation under way 


in our history. 


On behalf of all the male and female combatants and 
cadres of our CGDK’s three patriotic resistance move- 
ments and in our own names, we would like to express 
our total support for your position and call on you to 
continue to be the Cambodian leader and to further your 
patriotic mission in accordance with our people’s com- 

mon aspiration—until our homeland is completely lib- 
cxnaed With tie 100 percent iadapendonse. 


As you correctly pointed out, the Vietnamese enemies, 
who are presently facing serious difficulties and the firm 
unity of our patriotic resistance forces, can no longer 
afford to remain in our country. 

We would like to reaffirm to you that we will—in Jakarta 
or elsewhere—uphold your five-point peace plan as a 
framework in talks for a comprehensive and equitable 
political solution to the Cambodian problem. 

We would like to express our best regards to the respect- 
ful Neak Moneang [title of Sihanouk’'s wife) as well. 


Please, Samdech, accept our respectful salutations and 
highest regards. 


[Signed] So. Sann, prime minister of the CGDK; 
a Samph:1, DK vice president in charge of foreign 
affairs; 


ii per . : 
[Text] According to informed m coneene Se Snes, Da 


requested an audience with Samdech Norodom Siha- 
nouk for talks on the search for a solution to the 
Cambodian problem. 

The report added that talks between ing Soviet, 
Chinese, and Vietnamese officials Samdech 


1500 GMT 22 Jan 89 


ext} Indonesia is determined to make the second 
informal meeting [JIM] a success before it goes 
yen = getgromreepr he a i! 
the way toward an overall political resolution of the 
Cambodian problem. 


Hatta International Airport, Jakarta, this afternoon also 
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However he added: “I am confident that the JIM 2 will 
produce tangible progress toward peace in Kampuchea.” 


The JIM 2 is scheduled to take place in Jakarta from 
February 19 to 21. 


meting he ages nnn aang ap rh thea 
same parties 1 in 

in July last year) have confirmed their intention to come, 

except Son Sann of the KPLNF and Khieu Samphan of 

the: Khmer Rouge. 


“Of course we do hope that these two lead °7s will finally 
come because the other ts would 
re a, Alatas said, adding that the JIM 2 

proceed as planned even if there are participants 
who are absent. 


The JIM 2 will be preceeded by a meeting of the working 
group which will be attended by the senior officials of the 
parties that will take part in the JIM 2. This meeting will 
also be held in Jakarta from February 16 to 18. 


The JIM, initiated by ASEAN, is expected to open the 
way toward the political settlement of the 10-year old 
Kampuchean conflict. 


US., USSR, PRC, Japan Invited to Talks 
BK2201062689 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0000 GMT 22 Jan 89 


[Text] Foreign Minister Ali Alatas says that other coun- 
tries invited to attend the upcoming Jakarta informal 
meeting [JIM] are the United States, the Soviet Union, 
China, and Japan. Speaking to newsmen, Minister Ali 
Alatas said that the meeting with the other countries 
would be held after the JIM scheduled to take place from 
19 to 21 February succeeds in reaching convergent 
poi.\ts on various unresolved problems. 


The involvement of the large countries in the JIM 
process, which was agreed upon by the ASEAN foreign 
ministers, is aimed at achieving a comprehensive polit- 
ical solution. The agreement was reached during a spe- 
cial meeting of the ASEAN foreign ministers in Brunei 
Darussalam yesterday. 


Dailies Comment on Bush Presidency 
BK2301084389 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0600 GMT 23 Jan 89 


[From the Press Review] 


ext} MERDEKA and KOMPAS are interested in the 

of new US. leader George Bush. MERDEKA 

says the U.S. pe og I eg Ki Mm mage acy oy 
inaugural address, obviously constitutes a fresh wind, 
which will hopefully continue to blow and rejuvenate 
humanity, which always yearns for peace and freedom. 


Leaders Lay Wreaths 
BK1901115189 Vientiane KPL in English 
0923 GMT 19 Jan 89 


Following the leaders’ wreath laying, representatives of 
mass organizations took turns to pay their homage to the 
combatants who sacrificed their lives for the nation. 


PRK Defense Minister Arrives 
BK1901133789 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 19 Jan 89 


~" In response to an invitation from our Lao Minis- 

National Defense, a delegation of the PRK Min- 
isery of National Defense led by Comrade Tie Banh, 
member of the KPRP Central Committee and minister 
of national defense, arrived in Vientiane this afternoon 
to attend a celebration ceremony marking the “th 
founding anniversary of the LPA. 


The PRK delegation was welcomed at Wattai Airport by 
Comrade General Khamtai Siphandon, Political Bureau 
member of the LPRP Central Committee, vice chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, minister of national defense, 
oe i len eee ta 
number of high-ranking officers. Comrade Long Kem, 
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ambassador of the PRK, together with military attaches 
of various fraternal countries to Laos were also on hand 
to welcome the delegation at the airport. 


Kaysone Phomviham Meets Delegations 
BK2001112889 Vientiane KPL in English 
0904 GMT 20 Jan 89 


ext} Vientiane, January 20 (KPL)—Kaysone 
afternoon the 
Defence of the SRV and the PR of Kampuchea. 


The Vietnamese delegation was led by General Le Duc 
Anh, Politburo member of the CPV, minister of defence 


Leaders, Guests Attend Banquet 
BK2201065289 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0430 GMT 21 Jan 89 


[Text] Yesterday evening at the National Defense Min- 

istry club, Comrade General Khamtai Siphandon, LPRP 
Central Committee Political Bureau member, vice chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers and LPDR national 
defense minister, hosted a grand banquet to celebrate the 
LPA’s 40th founding anniversary. 
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Attending the banquet were Comrade Kaysone Phomvi- 


member, vice chairman of the SRV Council of Ministers 
and SRV national defense minister; Comrade General 
Tie Banh, KPRP Central Committee alternate member, 
vice chairman of the Council of Ministers and PRK 
national defense minister, and members of high-level 

j from the SRV National Defense Ministry 
and the PRK National Defense Ministry. Military 
attaches from the SRV, the PRK, the Soviet Union, and 
the fraternal socialist countries were also invited to 
attend the banquet. 


After the banquet, the LPA art troupe presented joyous 
performances to entertain the guests. 


Military Attaches Greet LPA 
BK2001115989 Vientiane KPL in English 
0912 GMT 20 Jan 89 


[Text] Vientiane, January 20 (KPL)—Lieut-General 
Osakan Thammi<heva, member of the LPRP CC [Cen- 
tral Committee’|, deputy-minister of defence, received 
here yesterday the military attaches of fraternal and 
eto | io yee Saag peg arene 
ulated the Lao military officers on the occasion 

40th founding anniversary of the Lao People’s Army. 


The well-wishers were the military attaches of the Soxial- 

ist Republic of Vietnam, the PR of Kampuchea, the 

ee of Cuba and the Republic 
’ 


On \....aif of the LPA and people, Osas.in Thammatheva 
thanked the military attaches for their wishes. He highly 
valued the support and assistance given to the Lao army 
and people by fraternal people and friendly countries. 


Kaysone Phomvihan, Others Honc : 4 
BK2001114889 Vientiane KPL in English 
0910 GMT 20 Jan 89 


[Text] Vientiane, January 20 (KPL)—Kaysone Phomvi- 
han, general secretary of the LPRP CC [Central Com- 
mittee], chairman of the Council of Ministers, on Janu- 
ary 19 was awarded here the highest order, “national 


‘ 


[Text] Vientiane, January 21 (KPL)}—The 
Order, the highest medal of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea, was conferred on the Lao People’s Army on 
January 19. The ceremony was held in conjunction with 
the LPA's 40th anniversary. 


Party of Kampuchea, 

Ministers and minister of defence of the PRK. 

Gen. Khamtai Siphandon, on behalf of the Ministry of 
Defence, the LPA and the Lao people, expressed thanks 
to the PRK for its decision saying that it was a great 
honour for the entire people. 


Mass Rally Held 
BK2001 110989 Vientiane KPL in English 
0923 GMT 20 Jan 89 


[Text] Vientiane, January 20 (KPL)—A 50,000 strong 
grand rally was held at That Louang Square in Vientiane 
this morning to mark the 40th anniversary of the Lao 
People’s Army. 
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in Lao 0430 GMT 21 Jan 89 
nattributed editorial: “Our Armed Forces Would Like 
o Express Overwhelming Salutations, Affection, and 
Gratitude to the LPRP”] 


[Text] Our LPA has consistently grown up, developed, 
and tri in combat missions under the 


Relying on the esteemed requirements of the revolution, 


ee 
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currently composed of many strong collective units and 


the country and to serve the 
multiethnic people. It has maintained a closely managed 
network of command and i hierarchy from 


the unity between the army and the people, and the 


socialist ideals. It resolutely stands ready to overcome all 
difficulties, to fulfill all tasks in a brilliant and outstand- 
ing manner, and to defeat all enemy aggressors. 


At present, our army is concentrating efforts on consol- 
idating and building its might in all respects. For exam- 
ple, it is energetically applying the party's new system of 
command and guidance mechanisms toward the army 
and a system of one-man command, aimed at gradually 
marching forward to turn itself into a model modern 
revolutionary army. It has now become an army of a 
nation whose multiethnic people have consolidated their 
own strength with that of the epoch. It possesses combat 
capabilities to fight any enemies under all circum- 


founding anniversary of our army, we, the LPA, would 
like to express our heartfelt gratitude, affection, and 
salutations to the LPRP for "feieataaien, educating, 
training, and leading us from the beginning when we 
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were extremely impoverished and had numerous diffi- 
culties to the point where we were recently able to 
completely liberate our country and are now able to 
gradually take our country toward socialism. 


All cadres and combatants in the LPA are very proud of 
the growth, development, strength, and gallant combat- 
ive spirit of our army under the party leadership, which 
is capable of defeating any forces which are intent on 
Opposing the Lao revolution. 


All cadres and combatants in the LPA are happy with 
and fully confident in the LPA which always pays close 


attention to building, developing, and strengthening its 


Own organization to make it rapidly progressive and 
powerful. The more profoundly and clearly our cadres 


and combatants come to know the history of growth and 
development as weli as the brilliant true revolutionary 
nature of our Army, the more prc Joundly and tremen- 
dously grateful they are for the leadership of the LPRP. 


Though faced with an untold number of difficulties, our 
party leadership always maintains its outstanding char- 
acteristics of utmost effectiveness. Our Marxist-Leninist 
party—the true party of the Lao proletariat—is the 
organizer, leader, trainer, and tutor of the LPA. As a 
result, all cadres and combatants who basically come 
from farming families have now been transformed into 
an army of the working class, whose true nature is totally 
revolutionary. The LPA has become the heroic army of 
the heroic Lao people. 


All cadres and combatants in the entire LPA pledge to 
nobly continue the people’s army and to incessantly 
enhance its glorious tradition. We will always remain 
faithful to the party, strengthen our unity with the 
multiethnic people, stand ready to sacrifice our blood 
and lives, and use our utmost wisdom, knowledge, and 
capabilities in carrying out the tasks of defending the 
country and building socialism. 


We pledge to make greate: contributions and step up our 
responsibilities in fulfilling the party’s two strategic duties, 
to implement the fifth and sixth resolutions adopted by the 
fourth party congress on turning our attention toward the 
economic battlefront, to resolutely persist in building the 
economy and in locally creating logistics supply depots, to 
rely on our Own strength, and to build the might of the 
Army from now until the year 2000. 


To deserve the trust, faith, and affection given to us by the 
party, state, and multiethnic people, let all cadres and 
combatants in our entire Army strive together to further 
enhance our true revolutionary tradition and our pure 
faith in the party; to further enhance the militant spirit of 
never vielding to the enemies; to strengthen internal unity, 
the unity between the army and people, and our solidarity 
with the international community; to step up the spirit of 
self-reliance and self-building and to build a sense of 
practicing thrift; to hold aloft a sense of vigilance; to stand 
ready to fulfill the party’s two strategic tasks; and to 
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actively participate in and to cultural study 
sessions, military training, and political and specialized 
study. We must strive to gradually build the Army into a 
model modern army with strict discipline and regulations 
and pay attention to more efficiently and drastically car- 
rying out work and training ourselves in all fields, thereby 
vigorously contributing to triumphantly and successfully 
implementing the overall orientation of the 1989 tasks 
outlined by the party and state. 


Phoumi V Leaves for PRK Congress 
BK2301021389 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 23 Jan 89 


{Text} 4. delegation of the Lao Front for National Con- 
struction Central Committee led by Phoumi Vongvichit, 
Political Bureau member of the LPRP Central Committee, 
acting president of the republic, and chairman of the front 
Central Committee, left Vientiane for Phnom Penh by 


special plane yesterday morning to attend the fourth 
congress of the KUFNCD to be held from 25-27 January. 


Phoumi Vongvichit and the delegation were seen off at 
the airport by Sali Vongkhamsao, Political Bureau mem- 
ber of the LPRP Central Committee, vice chairman of . 
the Council of Ministers, and minister of economy, 
planning, and finance, along with ministers, deputy 
ministers, and many members of the standing committee 
of the front Central Committee. Long Kem, ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the PRK to Laos, 
was also on hand to see the delegation off at the airport. 


Foreign Minister Meets Australian Counterpart 
BK2301025589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 23 Jan 89 


[Text] His Excellency Phoun Sipaseut, vice chairman of 
the Council of Ministers and minister of foreign affairs 
of the LPDR, yesterday afternoon met with His Excel- 
lency Gareth Evans, minister of foreign affairs and trade 
of Australia, after the minister and his delegation arrived 
in Vientiane for a 2-day official visit to the LPDR. 


The meeting, which lasted 2 hours, was attended by 
Souban Salitthilat, deputy minister of foreign affairs, 
along with senior officials from both the Lao and Aus- 
tralian foreign ministries. Philip Allan Jackson, ambas- 
sador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of Australia to 
Laos, also attended. 


In the meeting, the two sides discussed the promotion 
and expansion of the friendship relations between the 
two countries. They assessed the past cooperation and 
assistance given to Laos by Australia and discussed the 
possibilities of future cooperation. The two sides also 
exchanged views on the world and regional situation, 
including the situation in Cambodia, which they believe 
will develop in a favorable manner leading to a peaceful 
settlement through political talks. 
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Philippines 


President Aquino Greets Bush on Inauguration 
HK2301093589 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
22 Jan 89 pp 1, 12 


[Text] President on canine called yesterday for the ~y~ 
of friendly relations between the and the 
United States as she George Bush on his 

inauguration as the 41st president of the United States. 


Mrs Aquito, in her inaugural message to Bush, wished 
the new U:S. president good health and success of his 
administration. 


The full text of Mrs Aquino’s message follows: 


“On behalf of the government and people of the Repub- 
lic of the Philippines, I extend, Mr President, our warm- 
est congratulations on your inauguration as the 41st 
President ident of the United States of America. 


The cordial and friendly relations between our two 
countries, tested in war and in peace, I am sure will 
continue under your leadership. 


May I also offer you my prayers for your continued good 
health and the success of your administration.“ 


Pro-, Anti-Bases Groups Rally; NDF Issues Threat 
HK2001065389 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 20 Jan 89 pp 1, 10 


[Text] Angeles City—Police set up barricades around the 
U.S.-run Clark Air Base here yesterday afternoon as 
hundreds of anti-nuclear activists approached in a 
motorcade from Manila for a rally to demand the closure 
of Clark and five other American military installations 
in the country. 


Police said they set up the roadblocks, using firetrucks 
and hundreds of rict troops, as a buffer between the 
so-called “Peace Brigade” and some 2,000 local resi- 
dents, including bar girls, holding a rival pro-bases rally. 


The 100-vehicle anti-bases caravan left Manila at 9 a.m. 
yesterday and arrived here at 8 p.m., joined by about 
5,000 local anti-bases rallyists. 


Police said they had received reports that local residents 
ae eee 
disrupt the anti-bases rally. 


No violent incidents were reported but the pro-bases 
group blocked the main gate to Clark. Base security had 
strung up barbed wire across the gate. 


The bar girls, many of them in shorts, danced and chanted 
pe remy cot 5 Macy og “U.S. bases yes, 
pullout no,” and “We love our job. Retain the bases.” 
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Police said they allowed the pro-base demonstrators to 
rally at Clark’s main gate because they had received a 
permit from Angeles Mayor Antonio Abad Santos, while 
the other group had not. 


After setting up the roadbiocks on three streets some 100 
meters from Clark, PC Maj. Enrique Galang appealed to . 
organizers of the anti-base demonstration to hold their 
rally on a highway some 500 meters away. 


Leaders of cause-oriented groups here said the pro-bases 
rally was aimed at preventing the “Peace Brigade,” made 
up of participants in the Asia-Pacific People’s Confer- 
ence for Peace and Development (APPCDP), from hold- 
ing a demonstration. They said the pro-bases rally was 
hastily organized by a city official, who had tried to 
solicit the support of local businessmen. 


Troops from the Angeles Metrodiscom and Clark Air- 
base Command (CASCOM) were augmented by soldiers 
from Camp Olivas. 


Armored vehicles from CABCOM armed with water 
cannons arrived in Angeles City and were positioned 
near the Clark gate. 


Meanwhile, the Makabayan (BAYAN, 
Gitnang Luzon) [Central Luzon New People’s Alliance] 
one of several anti-bases groups taking part in the 
APPCDP, said it has received reports that city officials 
allegedly sounded out local business groups to stage a 
counter-rally near the U.S. facility. 


Its spokesman said they were informed that business- 
men, particularly those dependent on business from the 
base, were asked to take part in the rally calling for the 
continued stay of U.S. facilities in the country. 


Among the anti-bases protesters were nearly 200 foreign- 
ers from 17 countries in the Asia-Pacific region who 
attended an anti-nuclear conference in Manila last week 
and stayed on for the anti-bases protests. 


They are scheduled to proceed to Subic naval base, 48 
kilometers southwest of Angeles, for a similar ra!ly 
today. The group is demanding the withdrawal of foreign 
military bases and a stop to nuclear testing in the Pacific. 


Meanwhile, the National Democratic Front in central 
Luzon threatened to launch military action against U.S. 
military facilities here. 


In a statement released to the press last night, the NDF 
said: “We are in a position to launch action armed and 
unarmed, legal and illegal, directly aimed at the U.S. bases. 


““We count on the nationalist and democratic conscious- 
ness and the commitment of the masses to persevere and 
to intensify the struggle. 
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“We have faith in the unity, strength and revolutionary 
tradition in tue region. 


“This shal} be our contribution to the national and 
international efforts to bring down U.S. imperialism and 
obliterate the threat of a nuclear holocaust and realize a 
truly free and peaceful tomorrow.” 


Activists Demand Apology 
HK2301060489 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Jan 89 p 6 


[Text| Visiting foreign peace activists have demanded an 
apology from the military for allegedly harassing and 
intimidating them during the aborted peace caravan to 
Subic Naval Base and Clark Air Base. 


In a press conference at the Hotel Mirador Saturday, 
Sen. Jo Vallentine, an Australian senator and one of the 
leaders of the peace activists, also sought a dialogue with 
Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos for them to be able to 
give details of their complaints. 


Vallentine also said they plan to file formal protests 
before their respective embassies over the “inhospi- 
table” manner they were treated by the military. 


In a statement distributed to the press during the con- 
ference, the peace activists, or “peaceniks,” said a total 
of 16 military checkpoints were thrown along their route 
to Clark Air Base in Angeles, Pampanga and Subic Naval 


Base in Olongpo City. 


Fr Ben Moraleda, chairman of the National Ecumenical 
Forum for Church Response (NEFCR) told the 
CHRONICLE they encountered checkpoints every two 
kilometers. These checkpoints, he said, were manned 
with troops armed with high-powered weapons like 
grenade launchers and M-16s. 


Moraleda claimed that each group of soldiers gave 
different reasons for conducting illegal searches on the 
bags and paraphernalia of the participants. He also said 
that a soldier tried to confiscate three VHF hand-held 
radios of the participants. The soldier, however, 
returned it after a heated argument with caravan leaders. 


The peaceniks believed that the checkpoints, body 
search and mobilization of some 5,000 pro-bases indi- 
viduals were meant to “malign the peace caravan and 
subject us to public judgment as troublemakers and 
terrorists out to sow trouble.” 


They said the pro-bases rally at Angeles City on Thurs- 
day, first day of the caravan, was a “calculated move to 
neutralize a growing movement” against foreign inter- 
vention and nuclearization. 


“It also bespeaks of the values peddled and perpetuated 
by a force that thrives on repression and oppression of 
the people,” Valletine said. 
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Solicitor General on Amendments to Bases Accord 
HK1901044389 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
19 Jan 89 p 8 


[Text] The 1988 Memorandum of Agreement [MOA] 
which amended the military bases agreement [MBA] of 
1947, being an executive agreement and not a treaty, 
does not need the concurrence of at least two-thirds of all 
members of the Senate to become valid and effective, 
Solicitor General Francisco I. Chavez said yesterday. 


In a comment filed with the Supreme Court, Mr Chavez 
said the recently concluded negotiations between the 
Philippines and the U.S. was simply a complete review 
or reexamination of the original 1947 MBA. 


He said the ultz MOA did not violate 
Section 8, Article 2 of the 1987 Constitution which states 
that “the Philippines, consistent with the national inter- 
est, adopts and pursues a policy of freedom from nuclear 
weapons in its territory...” 


Last Nov 4, a petition was filed by various groups, 
among these the People’s Movement for Press Freedom, 
the National Union of Journalists of the Philippines, Inc. 
and the Union of Lawyers and Advocates for People’s 
Rights, asking the high court to enjoin Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Raul Manglapus from implementing the agree- 
ment. They said the agreement was invalid since it 
violated the cited constitutional provision and was 
entered into without the concurrence of the Senate. 


Remaining Years 


Mr Chavez, explz ining the validity of the agreement, 
said it was intencied to cover only the remaining three 
years of the MBA, which is due to expire in 1991. “What 
was carried out clearly, , was not a full-blown negotiation 
for a new bases treaty,” he pointed out, adding that an 
amendment or modification of an existing treaty did not 
even require Senate concurrence as this is only required 
in the renewal or extension of existing treaties or inter- 
national agreements. 


Citing seven previous amendments to the original MBA 
from 1959 to 1983, Mr Chavez said none of these were 
submitted for legislative concurrence. 


Furthermore, various jurisprudence, he said the 
ps meyers, bey vat me ae with- 
out legislative concurrence. “The right of the chief 
executive to enter into binding agreements without the 
necessity of subsequent congressional approval has been 
confirmed by long usage... the validity of this has never 
been seriously questioned by our courts,” he said. 


Thus, such executive agreements which are merely 
implementations of treaties or of well established policy 
do not require concurrence. 
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Not Absolute 


On the alleged violation of the constitutional provision 
banning nuclear weapons, Mr Chavez quoted a consti- 
tutional commissioner who said the policy is not some- 
thing absolute “without exception.” 


Mr Chavez said though Article 3 of the MBA gave the 
U.S. the right to use the facilities in any manner that is 
required by military necessities, such right under the 
recent MOA, nuclear weapons can only be stored or 
installed with the consent or agreement of the Philippine 
Government. [sentence as published] 


He refuted the petitioners’ contention that the constitu- 

tional injunction against nuclear weapons is absolute to 

cover even the transits, overflights, or visits of aircraft or 

ships carrying nuclear weapons. He said the passage or 

visits would have to be decided on a case-to-case basis, as 

ee ee ee ee 
zone.” 


He underscored that since the constitutional policy of 
freedom from nuclear weapons is not absolute, then the 
provision in the MOA allowing transits, overflights or 
visits of U.S. aircraft or ships which are nuclear powered 
or bearing nuclear weapons “is, without question, valid 
and tutional.” 


Court Urged To Declare Bases Pact Constitutional 
HK2001071389 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 20 Jan 89 p 6 


[By staff writer Pamela A. Balcena] 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus yesterday 
urged the Supreme Court to declare as valid and consti- 
tutional the Memorandum of Agreement amending the 
RP [Republic of the Philippines}]-U.S. military bases 
pact signed by him and U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz last year. 


Manglapus, through Solicitor General Francisco Chavez, 
filed before the high court a 20-page comment on the 
petition lodged by four cause-oriented organizations 
seeking to render the accord void and unconstitutional. 


Chavez argued that the Manglapus-Shultz accord did not 
violate the constitutional provision banning nuclear 
weapons in the country. 


The chief government lawyer also maintained the accord 
was not an original treaty agreement, hence it need not 
have the concurrence of two-thirds of the Senate as 
mandated by the 1987 Constitution. 


He noted that the policy of freedom from nuclear weap- 
ons enshrined in the Constitution did not mean “an 
absolute ban” which admitted no exception. 


assuming the debt, an unrealistic prospect in view of the 
financial difficulties of the U.S. Government. 


The present proposal is the first one that would make the 
transaction a business deal on the part of the Americans 
and their new financial underwriters, the Japanese. 


Because it is very important for our economic recovery 
that we get some relief from our foreign debt, this 
proposal should be encouraged. 


At last report, our liability of $28.5 billion was being 
discounted 42 percent in the secondary financial market, 
giving it a net value of $11.97 billion. 


The proposal surfaced a few days after the first, 
and there is reason to believe that the two are related. 
This second proposal, floated by outgoing U.S. Secretary 
of State George Schultz, seeks a 25-year extension of the 
RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases 
Agreement, which expires on September 16, 1991. 


Although these two proposals were made informally, it is 
pig sop aan diel senghes be vag: | mma 
of the Bush Government when negotiations for a new 
al pea ale cmommacmlaa 


A 25-year extension of the current agreement would 
bypass the constitutional proviso that any presence of 
foreign bases after 1991 must be on the basis of a new 
treaty, not just an executive agreement, to be ratified by 
a two-thirds majority in the Senate. 


Given the current mood of the Senate, the ~' ai ov of a 


Any projections beyond five years must await either a 
new constitution or a new Senate or both, which are all 
possible after 1992, together with a new, more assertive 
president. 


But a 25-year extension is unrealistic. The Americans 
should not press their luck or overstay their welcome. 
Even those who support their presence after 1991 would 
find it difficult to justify another quarter of a century. 


The year 2000 is a good round figure to hang our hat on. 
Even the Soviets are happy with it as the terminal year 


Ht 
; 
| 
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By the year 2000, the Soviet empire either will have 
fragmented into smaller states or will have discarded 
irrelevant Marxism-Leninism in favor of the more suc- 
cessful democratic socialism of Western Europe. By the 
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year 2000 also, mammoth land bases like Clark and 
Subic will have become obsolete, replaced by cheaper, 
seaislie: Gant snnen: aethatin SRApenS- ERED ANTS 5 
space and undersea. 


But most of all, by the year 2000, if we have any 
self-respect at all, we will have attained some measure of 
self-sufficiency in armaments through home-based 
defense industries that we should begin setting up even 
now. Without the ability to defend ourselves against all 
enemies, actual and potential, our sovereignty is merely 
a meaningless abstraction. 


Soviet Official Says Unilateral Pullout Possible 
— Hong Kong AFP in English 1934 GMT 
an 


[Text] Manila, Jan 21 (AFP)—The Soviet Union may 
here Saturday at the end of a week-long visit. 


Sate On tee se same se we SS See 


Furl ds dimun ct ate aie 


bly Ca ; f ; 
of the foreign debt problem” and ecological problems. 


Senate, USSR 
HK2301092589 Mi 
in English 22 Jan 89 p 5 


Issue Joint Statement 
THE MANILA CHRONICLE 


[Text] The Senate and a four-member Soviet delegation 
Sen rieareay Nine oat Seana Se 
the link between disarmament and 

need for a fair resolution of the debt problem. 


concrete steps in order to strengthen peace 
with a view of lowering the level of military confronta- 
tion” in the region. 


The delegation led by Valentina Tereshkova, the world’s 
first woman cosmonaut and a member of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet, left yesterday after a week-long 
visit and meeting with the country’s top officials. 


a former commander of the USSR’s 


Lobov did not elaborate on what ing his 
45-minute exchange with Philippine officials led by 
Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos and Armed Forces Chief 


of Staff Gen Renato de Villa last Tuesday. 


He merely said that while the Filipino side had been 
interested about the presence of the “material and tech- 


ne < & eaee ne He ae 
the implementation of other possible initiatives will 
nes Sp Saaiee © Se oe 2 Se ee 
bear directly on the situation here in the Asia-Pacific,” 


Trade W‘th USSR Explored 
H. 1070789 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
20 Jan 89 p 12 


[By Ma Minerva A. Matibag] 


Repub ] The Philippines and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
oe bates oe om amr 


In particular, the Philippines will look into the export of 
local commodities such as ramie, abacahemp, banana, 
pineapple, spices, tuna, mango, seaweeds, sugar and 
coconut oil. These products ast being experted te tacks to 
the country’s three main markets—the United States, 
Europe and Japan. 
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In exchange, the Department of Agriculture (DA) has 
proposed to import more fertilizer from Russia. 
Dominguez said a technical panel may be formed to 
formally discuss ways of increasing trade between the 
two countries. 


In the area of technology transfer and technical assis- 
tance, Dominguez identified biotechnology and genetic 
engineering, horticulture production and processing of 
fruits and vegetable, sheep husbandry and forestry 
possible areas for cooperation. Two Agriculture officials 
have been assigned to coordinate with the Russian 
Embassy on a program of cooperation in agricultural 
science and technology. 


Trade opportunities abound because the Soviet Union is 

a huge market but the Philippines appears to have 

neglected it as can be gleaned from export statistics. 

i admitted that the country has a very limited 

of the Soviet market. However, since USSR 

does not have tropical areas, the prospects for exports of 
tropical products are great. 


Trade statistics indicated that Russia’s market for for- 
eign goods easily amount to over $100 billion. In 1987, 
the Philippines exported $26.7 million worth of goods. 
This accounted for only 0.03 percent of Rr'ssia’s total 
imports amounting to $102.5 billion. 


Crude coconut oil is the country’s main export to Russia. 
In 1987, crude coconut oil exports accounted for over 97 
percent of the total exports or about $25.9 million. 


Aquino Speaks to Negotiating Panel on Malaysia 
HK2001034989 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 19 Jan 89 


[Text] President Aquino urged the poy mae Cae 
about to leave for Malaysia to exert its best at 
getting assurances of nonharassment for Filipinos fishing 
in disputed waters. Press Under Secretary Felix Bautista 
said that in a meeting with the panel headed by Justice 
Jorge Coquia, the president said she would be very 
happy if the panel succeeds in getting Malaysian assur- 
ances that Filipino fishermen would be allowed to fish in 
disputed waters without harassment, arrest, or deten- 
tion. Also present in the meeting were Foreign Affairs 
Congressman 


three proposals during the meeting. 


pn ordey ne by A 20 January 
Hi 1064589 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 


20 Jan 89 p 8 
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Ramos Reports to Aquino on Zamboanga 
HK2001120989 City Sports Radio 738 


in English 1110 MT 20 Jan 89 


[Text] The military says Patrolman Rizal Ali may have 
escaped the military assault in Zamboanga City. 


Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos submitted the military 
report to President Aquino this afternoon. That report 
from Sel Baisa: 


[Begin recording] The Armed Forces justified the force 
used as necessary in order to prevent the situation from 
oer a into a larger security and public safety 


The report prepared by a team of military probers also 
disclosed that 18 persons belonging to Ali’s group includ- 
ing three of the brothers of the renegade policemen were 
killed while the t listed down General 
Eduardo Batalla, Colonel Romeo Avendan, one uniden- 
tified officer and seven enlisted men as casualties. 


In the light of the incidents, according to the military, it 


I am Sel Baisa, PBS [Philippine Broadcasting Service] 
News, Malacanang. [end recording] 


‘Satisfied’ With Report 


Aquino 
HK2101053389 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 21 Jan 89 


Lawbreakers 
HK2301063089 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
23 Jan 89 pp 1, 16 


[By Roy Sinfuego] 


Excerpts] Camp Cawa, Zamboanga City—Defense Sec- 
V. Ramos warned yesterday that the govern- 
ment will not hesitate to use force against those who defy 
the law and use violence to intimidate constituted 
authority. 
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Ramos visited this camp whose headquarters building of 
Regional Command 9 of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) was razed in a military operation 
against renegade policemen led by Patrolman Rizal Ali 
following the hostage taking of Brig. Gen. Eduardo 
Batalla and his aide Col. Romeo Abendan. 


Ramos inspected the one-hectare headquarters camp site 
and condoled with Abendan’s widow at her residence 
last Friday afternoon. 


Ramos made the warning in the wake of reports that 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) rebels are 
poised to attack this city. 


Loyal followers of Ali have also threatened to burn the 
city. 
Yesterday, a few minutes after Ramos and his party took 


off from Edwin Andrews Air Base here. a fire broke out 
in the city. 


But no report has been received on the fire in Manila as 
of press time. [passage omitted] 


Ramos, on the other hand, explained to the PC-INP 
Officers here that the AFP adheres to the policy of Presi- 
dent Aquino in connection with the siege of the camp. 


He said the use of artillery and aircraft was necessary to 
prevent spill over of the violence which could trigger 
more serious problems. 


One possible spill over is for the MNLF rebels to take 
advantage of the situation, Maj. Gen. Manuel Caca- 
nando, Southcom commander said. 


Ramos said the weeding out of misfits and scalawags in 
the military and the police will continue not only in the 
Region 9 command but also nationwide. 


Ramos Maintains Stand on Arms Imports 
HK2301081789 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 23 Jan 89 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos today said that 
the Department of National Defense [DND] will main- 
tain its position on declaring the importation of high- 
powered rifles by congressmen illegal. According to him, 
based on the records of the Department of Finance, the 
importation of 150 Uzi and Galil rifles lack the proper 
documents. He added that in accordance with the 
DND’s policies, no clearance will be issued to any 
firearm without the proper authorization order from the 
DND and ike PC-INP. Ramos’ statement is opposed to 
that of PC-INP Chief General Ramon Montano, who 
Claimed that the importation was legal. 


Menahwile, the DND has formed a special committee to 
probe into the case. Secretary Ramos said the team will 
investigate how thc House managed to import Uzi and 
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Galil rifles even if this is strictly prohibited. According to 
him, possession of these firearms is granted only to 
Furthermore, 


[Begin Ramos recording in English] The Defense Depar- 
ment has not changed its position with regard to the 
current controversy on the importation of firearms by 
public and private organizations. Our position is that 
existing laws, rules and regulations must always be 
strictly followed. And insofar as the current problem of 
the importation of firearms by some members of the 
House of Representatives is concerned, we maintain our 
position that their requests, or the request of anybody for 


the DND which studies the justification for the request. 
It also evaluates the types, the calibers, the number of the 
firearms involved, and very, very importantly the 
intended users. Only upon DND approval of the request 
is the import authorization to be issued under the 
signature of the chief of constabulary authorized to take 
its course. 


Now with regard to the present importation of 150 Uzis 


ing or ing. First, DND approval of the importation. 
Secondly, a i i 
a 


a memorandum receipt from the office concerned to the 
individual who is performing a security function. 


I have also asked the inter-agency committee to look up 
the volume or the number of these firearms. Because, 
obviously, we must make sure that there is no prolifera- 
tion of firearms in this country, and that importation 
must be authorized only on the basis of need, or security 
purposes. Anyway, these are all covered under the law. 
One basic provision of the law that we are very strict 
about is that no one must possess more than one long 
and one short firearm under license within the caliber 


Marcos Loyalists Rally in Front of U.S. Embassy 
HK2301092189 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 23 Jan 89 


[Text] A group of Marcos loyalists led by Romy Cayetano 
and Ilang-Ilang Navarro has gathcred anew in front of the 
U.S. Embassy to press for the return of former President 


former president does not return to the country alive. 


In an interview, broadcaster and loyalist leader Romy 
Cayetano said: 


[Begin recording] [Cayetano] The peace and order situ- 
ation is really deteriorating now. It is for this reason that 
we are here and we will continue to do so as long as they 
do not return President Marcos. 


[Reporter] Do you mean to say that you will hold a rally 
here every day? 


[Cayetano] We cannot say that for sure because we have 
to prepare and make the Americans see that they are the 
ones who brought all these troubles to the country. The 
country is in turmoil and the people are suffering from 
poverty because of foreign intervention. 


[reporter] How is Mr Marcos? 


[Cayetano] At present, our President Ferdinand Edralin 
Marcos is in ill health. The newspapers have reported 
that he is sick and suffers from a collapsed lung. Now if 
he dies overseas without seeing his native land, then we, 
ee ee a ere ae ee eee 
control ourselves. This might just trigger anarchy and 
chaos in the country. [end recording] 


Aquino Say: Marcos in ‘Stable Condition’ 
HK2101040$39 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2390 GMT 20 Jan 89 


ext] President Aquino said that her ailing predecessor, 
erdinand 


on national security grounds. 


ing charges filed in New York. Macaraig said it is up to the 
court whether to allow the arraignment or not. 


sass Says People Support Decision on Marcos 
HK2301111189 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 23 Jan 89 


ext] President Aquino said that the majority of the 
ilipino people support her decision not to allow former 
president Marcos to return to the country. 


According to the president, it is not true that many 
Filipinos pity Marcos due to his deteriorating health. 
The president added that if Marcos wants to say some- 


ton to allow Marcos to return to the Philippines. 


Aquino Urges Unity of Military, Civilians 
HK2301070389 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Jan 89 p 7 


[Text] President Aquino Saturday night called for closer 
relationship between military and civilians and for Fili- 
pinos to transcend sectoral and institutional barriers in 
the spirit of national unity. 


In a speech at a dinner-dance she hosted for members of 
the Philippine Military Academy [PMA] Class 1989 and 
select students from metro Manila colleges and univer- 
sities, Mrs Aquino said she wanted to see the Filipino 
people united for “‘a common cause—love of country.” 


She underscored the need for harmonious civilian-mili- 

relationship. “This is precisely what I have been 

to accomplish not only during this term but 

y, whoever comes after me will continue trying 

to unite all Filipinos and especially bring together the 
military and the civilians.” 


President Aqui:\o noted that the military has not been 
remiss in earning civilian trust and confidence. 


She also pointed out that the government largely relied on 
the military providing communities in the hinterlands 
with basic infrastructure facilities and social services. 


“We have made progress now, including the building of 
roads and schools in the hinterlands where it is very 
difficult for civilians to do so,” she said. 


exchanges between the PMA and metro Manila colleges 
and universities,” Mrs Aquino said. 


Thailand 


Chatchai Reiterates Stance on Copyright Issue 
BK2201105589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
22 Jan 89 p 1 


[Text] Thailand will not change its position on intellectual 

right protection despite the US threat to launch a 

ion 301 investigation under the 1988 Trade Act if 

Thailand refuses to do so, Prime Minister Chatchai Chun- 
hawan vowed yesterday. 


“Let it be. Our stance remains unchanged,” he said. 


Thailand has made it clear it is not prepared to give the 
United States a guarantee not to propose sui generis 
legislation to govern computer software prior to a Thai 
court ruling on its ability to be copyrighted. 


Thailand will, however, consider providing the United 
States with the same protection that Thai 1 :tionals 
receive under legislation for computer software. 


On pharmaceutical patents, Thailand adheres to its 
Original intention to amend the patent law to include 
pharmaceutical patents three years after the Uruguay 
Round. 


Meanwhile, M.R. Khukrit Pramot said the GSP cut might 
affect the sale of Thai products in the US in the short run 
but should not have much impact in the long run. 


The former prime minister noted that even if Thailand 
had bowed to the US demand, sooner or later America 
would have to cut GSP benefits for Thailand “because 
the GSP benefits are meant to be cut.” 


He added that the GSP cut should serve to 
Thailand .o strive harder to “stand on its own feet.” 


M.R. Khukrit also urged Thai manufacturers to explore 
new markets and to improve the quality of their products 
80 as to become more competitive in the world market. 
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He said the GSP cut had to do with Thai-US 
relations, adding that Taiwan also suffered the same fate 
although it was a closer ally of the US. 


MR. Khukrit sid soverp couatry shoul no be 

said a country should not be 

a law for the benefit of another 

country, adding that this could only be Gone by means of 
a bilateral treaty. 


M.R. Khukrit said the United States would invoke 
Section 301 against Thailand anyway. 


Military Says SRV F rom Border Areas 
a Hong Kong AFP in English 1222 GMT 
lan 


[Text] Jan 23 (AFP)—Hanoi has moved some of 
its pence 9 von gad ayy baby <4 
Cam border after withdrawing some 15,000-18,000 
spony a Thai military spokesman said Monday. 


Thai Supreme Command spokesman Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Narudon yut rejected claims by Hanoi that 
sane JAMES of te aus bad Vann eines tant voor 
and that the remaining force was some 50,000-strong. 


Vietnam now maintains some 100,000 troops in Cam- 
bodia since invading that country in late 1978 to install 
a client regime in Phnom Penh, Lt. Gen. Narudon said at 
a press conference here. 


The statement reiterated a response by Washington - 


earlier this month to the Vietnamese withdrawal, which 
took place between June 2nd December. 


Troops stationed on the southern area of the Thai- 
Cambodian border opposite Thailand's eastern Trat and 
Chantaburi Provinces had withdrawn some 30 kilome- 
ters (19 miles) inside Cambodia, he said, quoting Thai 
military intelligence sources. 


A tripartite resistance coalition, recognized by the 
United Nations as Cambodia's legitimate government, is 
active along the border. 


Hanoi said earlier this month it could stage a complete 
withdrawal from Cambodia within three to six months if 
ee ee ee 


SRV’s Dinh Nho Liem Arrives in 
OW2001 142789 Tokyo KYODO in Engl 
20 Jan 89 


1306 GMT 


Excerpt] Bangkok, Jan. 20 KYODO—Vietnamese First 
— oreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem arrived in 
Bangkok Friday evening from Beijing en route home. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


He is making a three-day here and will meet 
with Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila on Monday, 
a Vietnamese Embassy source in Bangkok said. 


Liem has just finished a one-week visit to Beijing, the 
first by a senior Vietnamese diplomat since early 1979, 
oe 5 Serene border war broke out. [passage 
omi 


Meets With Sitthi 
BK2301074289 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 23 Jan 89 


{Text] Pratyathawi Tawetikun, deputy director general 
of the Information Department, disclosed that Admiral 
Huntington Hardisty, commander in chief of the U.S. 
Pacific Command, called on Foreign Minister Air Chief 
Marshal [ACM] Sitthi Sawetsila this morning. The two 
views on Thai-U.S. relations and coopera- 
tion. The Thai foreign minister said the Thai Govera- 
ment is still confident that the close ties between Thai- 
land and the United States will remain unchanged. 


The commander in chief of the U.S. Pacific Command 
assured the Thai minister that he will consult with the 
US. on maintaining the level of assistance 
given to The U.S. has reduced the 
ormuce Some U8.943 milan 0 UDI? ition, 


Apart from that, the Thai 


will send a team of engineers to help reconstruct schools 
in the flood-hit areas in the southern provinces. 


After that, Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister Dinh Nho 
Liem met with ACM Sitthi. They exchange views on 


the 

Cambodian problem. The Vietnamese deputy foreign 
iple an 

spt nk cates ented atanion and Gan 


that the second Jakarta informal meeting on 
settlement of the Cambodian problem will be held next 
month in Jakarta. Concerning an expanded meeting, 
Sitthi said other countries outside the Southeast Asian 
region will also be allowed to participate in the settle- 
ment of the Cambodian problem. 


BK2301101589 Bangkok TH ras NA TION in English 
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round of the Jakarta Informal Meeting (JIM II), sched- 
uled for Feb 19-21. 


Hun Sen’s stance will determine whether the resistance 
leaders will attend JIM II,” the deputy spokesman said. 


He added: “This is the only way to ensure that JIM II 


pon Dy om Bn Bay By) A 
ministers in Brunci. 


According to Liem, the Sino-Vietnamese negotiations 
focused on normalization of the two countries’ bilateral 
relationship and solution to the Kampuchean problem. 


mechanism to maintain peace and order during the 
transition and general elections after withdrawal of Vie - 
namese troops. 

But details on ;the two issues have yet to be ironed out in 
further negotiations, Liem was quoted as saying. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


China anc Thailend want the presence of an interna- 
tional peace-keeping force, coupled with an international 
control commission, to stabilize the situation during the 
transition, but Vietnam prefers the presence of interna- 
tional teams just to observe the implementation of the 
terms of a peace formula. 


i said Thailand regurds the holding of JIM Il 


Norodom Sihanouk had agreed to send his son, Prince 
Rannaridh, to JIM II. Son Sann, the leader of the Khmer 
People’s National Liberation Front (KPNLF), will also 


join the informal talks but the Khmer Rouge remain 


undecided on whether to participate in the Jakarta 
negotiations. 


Sihanouk’s followers, were upset with Hun Sen’s recent 
interview which is critical of Sihanouk. 


Dinh Nho Liem Ends Visit 
Oy” meas Hong Kong AFP in English 1105 GMT 
Jan 


[Text] Bangkok, Jan 23 (AFP)—Vietnamese Deputy 
Minister Dinh Nho Liem left here for home 
shar bal talks on the Cambodian conflict 
with Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetasila, a Thai 


During the meeting, Mr. Sitthi urged Mr. Liem to try to 
get the Hanoi-backed Phnom Penh regime to talk with 
the Cambodian resistance, Thai Foreign Ministry deputy 
spokesman Pratyathawi Tawetikun told reporters. 


Thailand and other non-communist Southeast Asian 
countries support the tripartite Cambodian resistance 
coalition which opposes the Phnom Penh government 
and Vietnam's 10-year occupation of Cambodia. 


Mr. Sitthi confirmed comments made this weekend by 
Thai Premier Chatchai Chunhawan that he was to enter 
into negotiations with Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen 
and that Mr. Hun Sen is to visit Thailand soon, the 


spokesman said. 


A Phnom Penh official has not visited Thailand since 
Soviet-backed Vietnam toppled the Chinese-backed 
Khmer Rouge in 1979 and set up a client government in 
Cambodia. 

Mr. Sitthi earlier this month visited Vietnam in the first 
trip there since 1976 by a Thai foreign minister. 

Mr. Liem arrived here rriday after a week-long visit to 
China which marked a breakthrough in Sino-Vietnamese 


Friday on the same flight as Mr. Liem, has been holding 
talks with Thai Armed chief Chawalit Yongchaiyut. 


Thai and Chinese military officials have said General 
- — il” visit to Thailand but 


. 


Suwit related that the ambassador expressed 


towards peace in ¥ »myachea. [passage omitted] 


Chawalit ‘Played Part’ in Visit 
BK2001072289 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
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However, he said that he did not believe Hun Sen would 

really come to Bangkok since news of his visit is confus- 
and has not been attributed to any source. 

He said he did not unduerstand how the news came 

about. 


fought by | 
and not recognized ing 
had arrived in Thailand Fri 


24 hours of confusion after govern- 
i said Friday that Hun 


is remark ended 
rare Ss > 
head of i 
oye te 


j ta 


Friday. 


has no reason to come to Bangkok 


said. 


“If Hun Sen was really to come, he should come openly 
wan he he 


because a person of the level of the Prime Minister of the 


Heng Samrin 
in a covert 


Visit 
in English 
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“He could come as a tourist and stay in 


i I Hey 


With Hun Sea 
OK POST in English 
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not creete any problems with the 
Prime 
government 


sone Se 


Minister 
for carrying out all 


Hy; ih; 


rn a Fifi a 


th 


pe 


} Thai dialogue with Phnom Penh leader Hun 
will contribute to the Kampuchean peace progress, 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday. 
ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi said on arrival from the 
foreign ministers’ meeting in Brunei: 


aH 
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“It could be observed that Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union said they would agree with what ‘aa Sen says 
about the international peacekeeping force 


“However, ASEAN still supports the Coalition Govern- 
ment of Democratic Kampuchea and Prince Sihanouk's 
peace initiatives,” he said. 


Before leaving Brunei, ACM Sitthi said ASEAN wanted 
Prince No Sihanouk to be eventual leader of the 
country. 


“1 do believe that is the final goal,” said ACM Sitthi. 


nes Prince Sihanouk has contributed to the 
what he has proposed should be well sup- 


process 
ported by ASEAN.” 


ACM Sitthi said he would follow Prime Minister Chat- 
chai Chunhawan’s instructions on whether he would 
meet Hun Sen, who is expected to arrive this week. 


According to ACM Sitthi, Hun Sen's visit to Thailand 
was not discussed at the Brunei gathering, which 
focussed on the framework of the second Jakarta Infor- 
mal Meeting (JIM). 


oe foreign ministers agreed progress in the Kam- 
was accelerating rapidly and that 


oT" peace process 
IM II on February 19-21 should include all parties. 


ACM Sitthi said ASEAN can confer with the three 
Khmer factions regarding their participation in JIM II. 


So far, Prince Sihanouk has to send his represen- 
tative, Prince Rannaridh, and Khmer People’s National 
Liberation Front leader Son Sann said he would join in. 


Khmer Rouge participation is lg to be confirmed but 
Thailand will | encourage the fact 


ASEAN will assess developments after JIM II. 


Given oo pre of the Jakarta meeting, the next 
round _ talks may be extended to involve other 
countries. 


Apart from China and the Soviet Union, which will be 
brought in for the expanded informal meeting, other 
countries mentioned at the forum are Japan, the United 
States and India. 


ACM Sitthi briefed the forum on the result of the 
meeting between the Chinese and Vietnamese deputy 
foreign ministers. 


He said he had heard after the Sino-Vietnamese talks 
that Hanoi and Moscow may meet Prince Sihanouk. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


ACM Sitthi will meet Vietnamese Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Dinh Nho Liem this morning where he will be 
briefed about the recent talks between Vietnam and 
China. (passage omitted) 


Mystery Surrounds Visit 
BK2101004789 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
21 Jan 89 pp 1, 2 


{Text} ey Baggy ae the arrival of pro-Hanoi 

Penh Prime Minister Hun Sen, whose where- 
abouts could not be located, yesterday as the flurry of 
diplomatic activity intensified in with the 
arrival of key Vietnamese and Chinese figures. 


sr y= Minister ne > cnnent aepietens 
a twice pees ret upon his return 
from | at about pm aad later et a fonction for 
students at the National Defence College anne He was 
whisked away from the runway at Don Interna- 
tional Airport upon landing and attended ti the NDC 


function only to on his back on a group of reporters 
waiting for him. 


A source close to Chatchai said the prime minister said 
last night—contrary to all appearances and indica- 
tions—that the premier of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea had not arrived in Thailand at all. 


Yet, = insider believed that Chatchai and all oy ep 


tat-ipe eee SO ee ee ee ee 
not to make it sound as if the Kampuchean 
ae was hee in Thailand. Still, no one of oD gre 


However, Hun Sen was believed 
on a Thai Airways pong 


And yet nobody confirmed that he or she saw Hun Sen 
descending from the flight and board either of the 


Ministry and 


Meanwhile, the government, the —_ 
the im leation that 


the military all sough 


troops installed it in January 1978. 


Acti wale Misiowe Sitthi Ber Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
and eaves , While supporting informal 
*s initiative , an 
meeting with Hon Sen, Chawalit was short of confirming 
the weekend plan which was said to include a meeting in 


Phatthaya or Chiang Mai between the prime minister 
and Hun Sen. 
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Government Spokesman Suwit Yotmani also failed to 
confirm the date of Hun Sen’s “unofficial visit” to 


Nonetheless, Sitthi, speaking with reporters before his 
departure for Brunei for a special meeting of ASEAN 
foreign Ministers, appeared to believe that Hun Sen was 
in Thailand yesterday. 


“The prime minister has informed me of his initiative, 
but I have a tight schedule in Brunei and so, I am not 
sure whether I will be available to attend a meeting with 
him. But I will have to if the prime minister instructs me 
to do so,” he said. 


Sitthi said personal talks should alter Phnom Penh’s 
hardline position, but added he preferred to avoid pre- 
judging the situation. 


SE SEARS Wee Go RD aE Gah AR," Oe 


Foreign Ministc: Chet Sucharitkun also 
stated that the informal talks will “shorten the peace 
process” and contribute to a settlement of the Kampu- 


chean problem. 


Sitthi said the ASEAN ministers will discuss Chatchai’s 
initiative and other issues related to Kampuchea. He 
said he will let his Indonesian counterpart Ali Alatas 
brief the ministers on the initiative because Chatchai 
briefed President Suharto during his brief stopover in 
Jakarta two days ago. 


Chawalit told reporters that Hun Sen’s remark that he 
will visit Tailand was a positive development because 
friendship can help solve problems. 


“I guess he wants to be our friend and so he wants to 
come here,” he told reporters. 


He added, “It'll be a good start to settle problems 
through dialogues.” 


Chawalit cautioned that Thailand had to explain to 
allies, particularly the United States and the European 
Economic Community, on the reasons behind the initia- 
tive. ““We hope the countries which support our position 
will understand,” he added. 


Chatchai’s remark last Wednesday [18 January] that he 
would meet Hun Sen this weekend caught many observ- 
Se ee 


Chawalit was non-committal when asked whether he will 
meet with Hun Sen. “It depends on him,” he said. 


He said that an informal meeting with Hun Sen and other 
talks going on were parallel and supplementary efforts to 
generate a friendly atmosphere conducive to peace. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 
“I don’t think Thailand can afford to rattle sabres,” he 
added. 


Hun Sen’s reported arrival coincided with the arrival in 
Bangkok by Chinese Defence Minister Qin Jiwei on an 
offical visit which includes a meeting with Chawalit this 
morning. After the morning talk, Qin will trave to 
Phatthaya for the weekend. 


Vietnam’s First Vice Foreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem 
also arrived in Bangkok last night from Beijing, where he 
held unprecented talks with his Chinese counterparts on 
Kampuchea. Liem’s weekend programme has not been 
publicized. He is scheduled to meet with Sitthi on 
Monday. 


Chatchai Eiriefs Reporters on Hun Sen Visit 
BK2201022489 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
22 Jan 89 p 1 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan told 
reporters yesterday that Phnom Penh leader Hun Sen 
will visit Thailand later this week, and did not do so this 
weekend. 


The prime minister issued the clarification after explain- 
ing his initiative for informal talks with the premier of 
the People’s Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) to foreign 
“guests” at his residence, including Chai Zemin, China’s 
former ambassador to Bangkok and vice president of 
Chinese People’s Institute of Foreign Affairs. 


Chatchai said he cannot be specific about the date of 
Hun Sen’s visit because Phnom Penh only recently 
informed him that the Khmer premier would make the 


journey. 


“You have to understand the difficulties in arranging a 
flight from Phnom Penh. There is no direct flight from 
there and Hun Sen has to connect his flight in Vientiane. 
So it takes time,” he said. 


Breaking his silence for the first time since his return 
from Jakarta on Friday [20 January] afternoon, the 
prime minister told a news conference at his residence at 
noon that his earlier remark on the date of Hun Sen’s 
visit was misunderstood. 


He blamed his old age and a Thai word with two 
meanings for confusion regarding the date Hun Sen will 
visit Thailand. 


Chatchai said he meant “next week” and not “next 
Sunday” when he said Athit Na last Wednesday. The 
Thai word can mean both Sunday and week. 


“Lately, I have been confused,” he told a group of 
reporters gathered at his residence yesterday. 
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The prime minister also apologized to reporters for his 
failure to meet with them upon his arrival from Jakarta 
Friday afternoon. 


“I forgot about a possible meeting with you and when I 
saw my limousine, I just jumped in and proceeded to my 
house for a rest,” he said. 


But he failed to explain why he refused to answer 
reporters’ questions at a function organized for students 
of 4 rrr Defence College Friday night. [passage 
omitted] 


Chatchai said his discussions with Hun Sen are expected 
to focus on the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from 
Kampuchea, the replacement of the outgoing troops with 
an international ing force, a cease-fire among 
the four rival Khmer forces, the distribution of cabinet 
seats among the four groups and a general election. 


Contrary to some reports, Chatchai said it was Hun Sen, 
and not him, who took the initiative in arranging for the 
Khmer leader’s informal talks in Thailand. 


Apart from his attempt to unravel the mystery, the prime 
minister was also busy explaining his initiative for infor- 
mal talks with Hun Sen to “my guests”, including Chai 
Zemin. 


“I just met him before talking to you and I asked him to 
convey my clarification to Beijing,” he said. 


Chatchai said he pointed out to Chai that talking to the 
three-party presistance Coalition Government of Dem- 
ocratic Kampuchea alone was not enough and that 
informal talks should be held with the fourth party as 
well—the Phnom Penh regime, which is not recognized 
by — its allies or the majority of United Nations 
members. 


He said that Thailand has refused to talk to ihe pro- 
Vietnam Khmer faction for eight or nine years and it’s 
time to hold direct talks to achieve an early peaceful 
settlement of the Kampuchean problem. 


The prime minister compared his initiative to Beijing’s 
negotiations with Hanoi last week after the Chinese 
— to hold direct dealings with the Vietnamese for 
10 years. 


As neighbours, Thailand, Laos and Kampuchea need to 
adjust their policies and try every possible way to “like 
one another” because “we cannot escape from one 
another,” he said. 


“Talk is better than fighting,” he said. 
Chatchai suggested that Burma, Laos and Kampuchea 


should ultimately be co-opted into the Association of 
Southeast Asian nations (ASEAN). 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The prime minister reported that he explained his ini- 
tiative to Indonesia’s President Suharto during a hastily- 
arranged stopover in Jakarkta on Thursday evening. 
Chatchai noted the president welcomed his initiative. 


He said he instructed Sitthi to arrange the tip with little 
notice because he could take some time from his trip to 
Malaysia. The prime minister added that he wanted to 
inform the Indonesians as a gesture to honour their 
initiatives involving “informal negotiations”, including 
the first informal meeting held among concerned parties 
near Jakarta last summer and the upcoming second 
round next month. 


Vietnam 


Remains of 25 Americans Handed Over to U.S. 
BK2301153689 Hanoi VNA in English 1523 GMT 
23 Jan 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 23—Representatives of the 
Vietnam Office for Seeking MIA’s handed here today the 
remains of 25 American servicemen killed in the Viet- 
nam war over to representatives of the U.S. Joint Casu- 
alty Resolution Center. 


Up to now, Vietnam has made 25 deliveries to the U.S. 
side involving the remains of 327 servicemen and 
informed it of 61 cases of American MIA’s whose 
remains had been confirmed as irretrievable. 


Representatives of the U.S. Joint Casualty Resolution 
Center expressed their high appreciation of the human- 
itarian policy, goodwill and cooperation of the people 
and Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 


AFP Gives Further Report 
BK2301100889 Hong Kong AFP in English 0949 GMT 
23 Jan 89 


{Text} Hanoi, Jan 23 (AFP)—Vietnam handed over the 
remains of what it said were 25 U.S. servicemen listed as 
missing in action (MIA) since the Vietnam war to U.S. 
officials here Monday, officials said. 


In a brief ceremony, the remains were placed on a U.S. Air 
Force C-141 transport plane to be flown to the U.S. Joint 
Casualty Resolution Center in Hawaii for identification. 


It was the eighth handover of presumed MIA remains 
since a visit to Hanoi in August 1987 by U.S. presiden- 
tial envoy General John Vessey. A total of 163 sets of 
remains have been given to US. officials since the visit. 


A U.S. military official said here that a joint U.S.- 
Vietnamese search for MIA’s in the Hanoi region and 
central Vietnam had ended on Monday. The joint search 
operation, the fourth of its kind, began January 14. 
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Twenty-five Americans took part in the latest search 
operation divided into five teams. The joint searches fall 
under a Vietnamese plan to resolve 70 cases given 
priority by Washington. 


A U.S. team is to remain in Vietnam to help identify 
recovered remains. 


The U.S. official said the cases were given priority 
because the servicemen disappeared amid circumstances 
in which they may have been captured by Vietnam and 
not necessarily killed at the time of their disappearance. 


These 70 cases are “top of the list” but “we want to 
resolve all the other cases,” said U.S. Air Force Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Thomas J. Boyd. 


According to figures released by the U.S. authorities on 
Monday, 2,383 American servicemen a™ unaccounted 
for since the Vietnam war ended in 4#75—1,747 in 
Vietnam, 547 in Laos, 83 in Cambodia and six in China. 


US. Report Says ‘No Proof’ of POW’s in SRV 
BK2201083089 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 22 Jan 89 


[Text] According to a report carried by the Voice of 
America on 21 January, recently, before the end of its 
terms in office, the Reagan administration made public a 
report on the search for U.S. military personnel missing 
in action during the Vietnam war. The official report 
concluded that there is no proof of American prisoners 
of war still alive in Vietnam. 


NHAN DAN Views Tasks Facing President Bush 
BK2001042189 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0015 GMT 20 Jan 89 


(“Excerpts” from unattributed NHAN DAN article: 
“Will Mr Bush Act Decisively or Will He Still Hesitate?” 
—date not given] 


[Text] Today, Mr George Bush officially takes office as the 
41st President of the United States. The Bush administra- 
tion faces very serious economic problems—a legacy of the 
8 years of the Reagan Presidency. Reaganomics was 
indeed a double-edged sword. His policy of cutting taxes 
for capitalist companies, tightening cash supplies, and 
borrowing money for expenditure helped ensure the con- 
tinuous developement of U.S. production and reduce 
inflation and unemployment. However, the United States 
has had to pay a very high price for these achievements, 
and the grave consequences of that policy weigh ever more 
heavily on the problem-plagued U.S. economy. 


The press and many influential circles in the United States 
have had to admit that their country is going through an 
acutely difficult time in its history. America’s prosperity is 
built on a foundation of debt and deficits, and the world’s 
wealthiest nation now lives on borrowed money and 
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spends more than it saves and produces. The astronomi- 
cally costly arms race initiated by Reagan has consumed 
enormous sums and has become an unbearable burden on 
the U.S. economy. The U.S. Congressional Budget Office 
has announced that federal expenditure increased from 
$591 billion when Reagan entered the White House to 
nearly $1,000 billion in 1988, up 80 percent in the space of 
8 years. Annual military spending has shot up from $134 
billion to approximately $300 billion, an increase of 118 
percent. Huge budget deficits, averaging $150 billion 
yearly, have limited U.S. investment capacity for techno- 
logical innovations and anti-inflationary efforts, weakened 
the economy, and destabilized the dollar. This has forced 
the government to borrow money to live and turned the 
United States from the world’s biggest creditor to its 
biggest debtor. A grave consequence of the budget deficits 
is that federal debt has increased to a terrifying level: 
$2,800 billion, triple the amount recorded when Mr Rea- 
gan entered the White House. 


U.S. opinion holds that the way for the United States to 
extricate itself from its current towering economic difficul- 
ties is to resolutely carry out disarmament and drastically 
cut military expenditures. But will the Bush administra- 
tion follow the trend of detente and disarmament? 


Foreign Ministry Spokesman on SRV-PRC Talks 
BK2001055589 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 20 Jan 89 


[Text] On 20 January 1989, in answer to a question from 
a VNA correspondent, our country’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said: At the invitation of the Chinese side, 
First Vice Foreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem arrived in 
Beijing to exchange views with Ciinese Vice Foreign 
Minister Liu Shuqing in order to prepare for a meeting 
between the Vietnamese and Chinese foreign ministers. 


From 16-19 January, the two sides discussed the normal- 
ization of relations between the two countries and other 
questions of mutual concern, including the Cambodian 
problem. On the afternoon of 19 January, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen received First Vice Foreign Minister 
Dinh Nho Liem. 


On 20 January, Comrade Dinh Nho Liem and his party 
left Beijing for home. Seeing our delegation off at Beijing 
airport was Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Liu Shuging. 


Answering a question about the results of the trip, the 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said: The exchange of views 
between the two sides was useful and took place in an 
atmosphere of frankness and friendship. The two sides 
have reached some agreements. Some of the remaining 
problems will be discussed later. As for the Cambodian 
problem, both sides concentrated on discussing the inter- 
national aspects of the problem; the internal aspects will 
be settled by the various Cambodian sides. 
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Nagyen Co Thach on Possible Cambodian Settlement 
BK2101 164889 Delhi Domestic Service in English 
1530 GMT 21 Jan 89 


[Text] The Vietnamese foreign minister, Mr Nugyen Co 
Thach, said that time in ripe for a political settlement of 
the Kampuchean problem. In an exclusive interview 
with our Southeast Asia correspondent, Dipankar Muk- 
hapadhyaya, Mr Co Thach said a settlement is likely in 
the first half of this year. 


About Vietnam’s relations with China, the foreign min- 
ister said his country has always favored normalizing 
relations with Beijing. He praised India’s efforts for 
peace and stability in the region. 


CGDK Refuses To Attend Jakarta Meeting 
OW2201092989 Hanoi International Service in Mandarin 
1130 GMT 21 Jan 89 


(T [Text According to foreign reports, the various factions 

of the so-called CGDK have refused to attend the 
meeting in Jakarta this coming February to discuss the 
radio carried this announcement yesterday (20 January], 
Beijing Radio also broadcast it the same day. 


This indicates that Democratic Kampuchea supports the 
so-called five-point peace plan on the Cambodian issue 
set forth by Prince Sihanouk. 


Manglapus, Suharto on SRV Joining ASEAN 
BK2301041689 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 22 Jan 89 


[Text] Filipino Minister for Foreign Affair Raul Man- 
yore anand his country’ ee eae 
in Manila last Friday [20 January], he 
cid thes Ee dete te tees haere olden to lace. 
chean problem. He stressed that the Philippines and 
other ASEAN member countries share the same view on 
this question. Earlier, Indonesian President Suharto also 
declared that he did not oppose Vietnam joining ASEAN 
before the Kampuchean problem is solved. 


On Saturday [21 January], foreign ministers of the six 
ASEAN member countries met in Brunei, comparing 
notes on the second Jakarta Informal Meeting, JIM-2, 
scheduled for February 19-21 and heard Thai Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila reporting on his recent visit to 
Vietnam. Observers in Brunei said that with successive 
meetings and talks of ASEAN member countries and 
constructive exchanges of views between Vietnam and 
China, obviously the process of settling the Kampuchean 
issue—one of the most complicated issues in this 
region—is going to its end. 
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Reportage on Visit of Australia’s Evans 


Talks Held With Nguyen Co Thach 
— Hanoi VNA in Se elish 1451 GMT 
19 Jan 


[Text] Hanoi VNA January 19—Senator Gareth Evans, 
minister for foreign affairs and foreign trade, and his 
wife today arrived in Ho Chi Minh City, starting an 
official friendship visit to Vietnam at the invitation of 
the Vietnamese Government. 


He is accompanied by Michael Lightowler, deputy sec- 
retary of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade, Graham Allibanh, Australian ambassador to 
Vietnam, Collin Willis, chief of the Indochinese office of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade and 
other officials. 


On hand to welcome the Australian delegution were 
Nguyen Co Thach, minister of foreign affairs, Le Quang 
Chanh, vice chairman of Ho Chi Minh City People’s 
Committee, and Vu Hac Bong, director of the municipal 
foreign affairs service. 


This afternnon, Minister Gareth Evans and his delega- 
tion held talks with Minister Nguyen Co Thach and 
Officials of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry at the 
Thong Nhat Conference Hall. 


At the meeting, the two sides discussed bilateral ques- 
tions and regional and international questions of mutual 
concern. The meeting took place in an atmosphere of 
friendship, mutual respect and understanding. 


Later, the Australian delegation was received by Pham 
Van Khai, mayor of the city, and attended a banquet 
bonoured by the presence of Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Co Thach. 


Received by N: Van Linh 
BK2001 164489 Hanoi VNA in English 1525 GMT 
20 Jan 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 20—Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee, cordially received in Ho Chi Minh City 
today Senator Gareth Evans, minis:r for foreign affairs 
and foreign trade of Australia, on a current visit to 
Vietnam. 


Party leader Nguyen Van Linh warmly welcomed Min- 
ister Gareth Evans’s visit and expressed his hope that it 
would further enhance the friendly bonds between the 
two countries and open up a prospect of expanding their 
multifarious cooperation. 


He highly appraised Australia’s contributions to the search 
for a fair solution to the Kampuchea question and wel- 
comed the Australian Government's correct position in 
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condemning the Pol Pot genocidal clique and in calling on 
the international community to pool their efforts in pre- 


venting their return to power in Kampuchea. 


Senator Gareth Evans thanked the Government and peo- 
ple of Vietnam for the warm welcome accorded to him, 
and expressed the Australian Government's desire to 
develop its cooperation with Vietnam in many spheres. 


Referring to the regional situation, Senator Gareth 
Evans reaffirmed the Australian Government's position 
that a solution to the Kampuchean question must at the 
same time keep the Pol Pot clique from coming back to 
power in Kampuchea and guarantee conditions for the 
Kampuchean people to rebuild their country. 


He expressed his confidence that an appropriate solution 
would soon be found for the Kampuchean issue, and 
made known that the Australian Government wants to 
actively contribute to the convocation of an interna- 
tional conference and to the exercising of international 
supervision in Kampuchea after a solution is reached for 


the problem. 


He also said the Australian Government is considering a 
programme of aid for Vietnam and of bilateral cooper- 
ation between the two nations after the Kampuchean 
question is resolved. 


Do Muoi Receives Evans 
BK2001 155189 Hanoi VNA in English 1535 GMT 
20 Jan 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 20—Do Muoi, Politburo member 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee 
and chairman of the Council of Ministers, cordially 
received at the Thong Nhat Conference Hall in Ho Chi 
Minh City this afternoon Senator Gareth Evans, minister 
for foreign affairs and foreign trade of Australia. 


Chairman Do Muoi highly valued Minister Gareth 
Evans’ visit. The two statesmen conferred on bilateral 
matters and on regional and international issues of 
mutual concern. 


Evans, Nguyen Co Thach Meet Press 
BK2101155889 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 21 Jan 89 


—— on news conference held by Foreign Minister 

Nguyen Co Thach and visiting Australian Foreign 
airs and Trade Minister Senator Gareth Evans in Ho 

Chi Minh City on 20 January—read by announcer] 


[Text] Dear friends: A news conference was held by the 
Vietnamese foreign minister and his Australian counter- 
part in Ho Chi Minh City on 20 January. Following is 
the contents of the press conference: 
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Vietnam and Australia have agreed to cooperate with 
each other in their efforts to seek a peaceful solution to 
the Cambodian issue and to prevent the Pol Pot clique 
from returning to power. This was affirmed by Vietnam- 
ese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach and by Austra- 
lian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade 
Senator Gareth Evans at their joint press conference held 
in Ho Chi Minh City on the morning of 20 January 1989. 


Mr Evans expressed his satisfaction at the results of his 
visit to Vietnam and stressed that the bilateral relations 
between Australia and Vietnam are very fine in various 
aspects. Private companies have fruitfully cooperated 
with Vietnam, especially in the field of telecommunica- 
tion, and they will strive to increase these relations. He 

known that the two sides are cooperating in the 
uestion of refugees and expressed hope that a confer- 
ence on refugees to be held in Geneva in the next few 
months will produce good results. 


nie 


Answering questions raised by newsmen about areas in 
which Australia plans to cooperate with Vietnam, Min- 
ister Evans said: His country’s companies will further 
broaden credit services in order to finance various 
cooperation projects between the two sides such as 
opening branches of Australian banks in Vietnam and 
inviting Vietnamese banking cadres to make observation 
and study tours of Australia. 


He further said once the Cambodian issue is settled, 
Australia would resume its development aid for Viet- 
nam, giving priority to provision of credit loans with 
favored-nation conditions and would create conditions 
for stepping up the two-way exchange of goods between 
the two countries. I myself will do my utmost to encour- 
age Australian companies to cooperate with Vietnam, 
Minister Evans said. He further observed: The promul- 
gation of the law on foreign investment by Vietnam and 
its setting up of processing and export centers in Ho Chi 
Minh City and in other areas will further faciliate the 
relations of cooperation between the two sides. 


Many foreign and Vietnamese newsmen raised questions 
about the stance of the Australian Government over the 
settlement of the Cambodian issue, especially about 
recent developments in this process of settlement. Mr 
Evans said: I feel encouraged by recent developments. 
After my talks with Vietnamese leaders over the past 24 
hours, there have been reasons to feel optimistic over the 
second informal meeting in Jakarta—JIM 2—on Cam- 
bodia. Although difficulties still persit, there are reasons 
to feel optimistic. 


He emphatically said: Australia wishes to play a role in 
the settlement of the Cambodian issue and to participate 
in the international conference on Cambodia as well as 
in international supervision in Cambodia. 


that no one can act on behalf of the Cambodian people in 
the settlement of their internal problems. 


Finally, Comrade Nguyen Co Thach welcomed the visit 
to Vietnam by Mr Evans and thanked the Australian 
Government for its assistance to Vietnam in the recent 
past. He also expressed his belief that the relations of 
friendship and cooperation between the two countries 


On the morning of 21 January, Minister and Mrs Gareth 
Evans and the other Australian guests left Ho Chi Minh 
City, continuing their friendship visit to our country. 


During his stay in Ho Chi Minh City, Minister Evans 
and the other Australian guests visited President Ho Chi 
Minh’s memorial house at Nha Rong Wharf, a number 
of marine products and fine arts export enterprises, 


Comrade Phan Van Khai, chairman of the city people’s 
committee, received Minister Evans. The two sides 
expressed satifaction at the relations of economic coop- 
eration between Australian businessmen and Ho Chi 
Minh City in the recent past and expressed hopes that 
these relations would further expand. 


— - 


Evans Ends Visit, 
22 Jan 89 


Chairman of the Council of Ministers Do Muoi. 


Australian counterpart on bilateral relations and 


The two ministers held a joint press conference on the 
fine results of the visit. 


the ancient imperial city of Hue, the port city of Danang 
in the central coast. Wherever they visited they are 
received warm welcome from the local population. 


Foreign Minister Gareth Evans was present at the inau- 

guration ceremony of a satellite-earth station named 

VISTA in Hanoi, a cooperation project between the 

Vietnam General Department of Posts and Telecommu- 

aia <n ccttes 
A . 


Food in Nghe Tinh Province 
BK2301131489 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 22 Jan 89 


[Text] The minister of agriculture and food industry and 
his entourage recently went to the two districts of Ky 
Anh and Thanh Ch areas struck by natural 
calamities last year—in Nghe Tinh Province to study the 
food shortage situation over there. 


Initial reports from the grassroots show that now there 
have been thousands of peasant families suffering from 
food shortage. 


The Ministry of Agricultural and Food Industry gave 
advice to these localities, proposing emergency counter- 
measures aimed at helping the local people 

overcome difficulties confronting their lives and develop 


hectares. This shows an increase of 68 percent over the 
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same period last year.” Localities taking the lead in 
planting this rice are Vinh Phu, 23,000 hectares; Ha Bac, 
11,500 hectares; and Thanh Hoa, over 16,000 hectares. 


“The northern localities have also planted winter-spring 
subsidiary crops on more than 313,000 hectares, an 
increase of 8 percent compared with the same period last 
year, with corn representing 142,500 hectares.” 


Last week, localities in the south began work in prepa- 
ration for the cultivation of winter-spring vegetables and 
subsidiary crops. A striking problem last week was cold 
weather, which affected the pace of cultivation of Sth- 
month spring rice in various localities. 

According to the General Meteolorogical Department's 
forecast, another cold spell will occur on 22 and 23 
January. To ensure that 5th-month spring rice is planted 
on the entire area and on schedule, during this cold spell, 
all localities must secure water and fertilzer and prepare 
soil well in advance so that the cultivation of this rice can 
be accelerated as soon as the weather is warm again. 
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